
Stringer&#146;sPosted by unclephil - 2007/02/12 14:21_____________________________________hey there,  wells heres the deal  me and a buddy own a 1979 Nautaline 43 we're restoring it all the way but we're having some rot problems with the stringers.   I really can't find anyone who know's how to fix them without replacing them totally.  I just wanted to see if there was any way of saving them?   Thanks and i'll be back with more questions.  -Ben < ="">


============================================================================Stringer&#146;sPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2007/02/12 21:37_____________________________________Stringers usually require total replacement. Also if stringers are gone so is the transom. Yo will alsofind rot in decks roof and hatches.============================================================================Stringer&#146;sPosted by unclephil - 2007/02/13 01:42_____________________________________well see we have  redone the transome and the roof  and the side walkways  basicly everything  else we just did a full re-power last summer, we just didn't know how to go about tackeling the stringers , we just have no idea, any pointers would be great. the worst spot is right in front of the bathroom, in the engine room there fine and up front there fine just right in the middle there real squishy -Ben< ="">


============================================================================Stringer&#146;sPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2007/02/13 12:38_____________________________________Failed stringers are the cause of buckled floors in the cabin.============================================================================Stringer&#146;sPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2007/02/13 12:41_____________________________________You have to pull the machinery, remove the old stringers and glass in new.============================================================================Stringer&#146;sPosted by unclephil - 2007/02/13 15:18_____________________________________ok, well then thats  what we will do! thanks< ="">


============================================================================Stringer&#146;sPosted by houseboat gal - 2007/02/14 06:35_____________________________________Hi we have a 1973 43ft. nautaline and we are going through the process of replacing the stringers. We have the whole boat gutted floors, walls, cabinets you name it it's gone. Our harbor is doing the work on the stringers then we are doing the rest. My question is where else can this boat be rotten? The transom has already been done. Also how long should a repair like this last?    ============================================================================Stringer&#146;sPosted by unclephil - 2007/02/14 07:46_____________________________________well oldhouseboater told me that if the stringers are rotten then the roof, decks and hatches are most likely gone too, and the transom but u said u already redid it.  all that stuff was rotten in ours, but it wasn't  that bad, but were trying to do the stringers ourselves now and are not sure  how to, just little by little.
============================================================================Stringer&#146;sPosted by unclephil - 2007/02/14 15:36_____________________________________so im guessing a dehumidifier  on a timer would be a good thing to have on the houseboat.   We had one on our 60ft traller and it was so nice, dry beds to get into and no mold!< ="">


============================================================================Stringer&#146;sPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2007/02/15 01:23_____________________________________Dehumidifiers do wonders for a houseboat. We sat one in the gally sink when we werent aboard. We left doors and interiof hatches open and always had a dry boat.
Note: its a PITA to have to replace all the rotted wood but when your done you will have a boat that is ready to go another 30 years. The Nautilines have a good layout and a lot of room, most have veedrives and big engines that are easy to work on and could take a lot of abuse. When your done you will have as good or better boat than you can buy today. You will know how to treat it  and you will enjoy it for many years . Post pictures!!!
 ============================================================================Stringer&#146;sPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2007/02/15 01:30_____________________________________Hint on some boats the glass on the sides of the stringers is real thick.
If you have one of these dig the wood out from the top and epoxy in the new stringers to the existing glass if its in good condition. 
Make sure the boat is supported properly so there no humps or hogs in the bottom when you install the new stringers.============================================================================Stringer&#146;sPosted by houseboat gal - 2007/02/15 06:26_____________________________________Someone told us that if you cut the top off the stringer in one piece and lift off like a cap  then you can remove the rotten wood replace with new and put the old cap back in place  i'm just not sure how to stabilize the new wood============================================================================Stringer&#146;sPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2007/02/15 06:48_____________________________________That is a popular method. you have to epoxy the new wood in place. 
Note: Don't use common treated wood. Epoxy won't stick well.  If you want to treat the wood prior to encapsulation I would strongly suggest WEST PRODUCTS epoxy. They can also provide a lot of information.
OLD HOUSEBOATER39128.6786458333============================================================================Stringer&#146;sPosted by unclephil - 2007/02/15 07:47_____________________________________ but still it would be a good idea to do this out of the water, otherwise it can be really hard?  you think?============================================================================Stringer&#146;sPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2007/02/15 09:15_____________________________________For Sure!!!   Many Nautalines, Chris Crafts etc. have stringers so far gone that the hulls are malformed with a big hump in the cabin floor.  It's almost impossible to push the bottom of the boat down into position in the water. 
Note: when you get all the bad wood in a Nautaline replaced you have a hell of a good boat because the thickness of the fiberglass is more generous than on most other brands.
Replacing bad wood is an expensive process to have done due to the fact it's labor intensive.  If you can do it yourself you can come out pretty reasonable. (if you can stand the fumes and itching)
 ============================================================================Stringer&#146;sPosted by houseboat gal - 2007/02/15 22:50_____________________________________Our boat had a sunken spot toward the back on the starboard side. When we had it pulled you could see a bulge in the hull.We have had a lot of guys looking at talking about and tweeking jack stands the hull keeps chagning I hope there is a little room for error. Right now we are at a stand still it is to cold  and snowy My husband is changing all the wiring and plumbing still stuff to do just not stringers.  Have a good weekend!    ============================================================================Stringer&#146;sPosted by unclephil - 2007/02/16 01:51_____________________________________yeah sometimes that happens, our boat was hauled out over the summer and our hull was in great shape still, the stringers were just soft, but they do need replacing! you have a good weekend too
============================================================================Re:Stringer’sPosted by pirate - 2007/10/17 03:44_____________________________________Some Nautalines had plywood stringers and some had planks. you can laminate the plywood easier.  There is a thread in the archives on this by one who did it.  Deck always bucks up around gally when this happens. Some boat sellers tell people it is made that way so water will not stand.============================================================================
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