
overboard discharge outletsPosted by Billmo99 - 2006/09/26 03:22_____________________________________I currently have my 72 stardust Cruiser in the dry for a bottom job.  The boat has three discharge outlets that are either under the waterline, or right at the water line.  I'm thinking about having all three outlets welded over and put everything (head, shower, sinks) into the holding tank.  I have slip pumpout so this is not an issue.  My thought is that closing off these outlets "could" prevent taking on water in case any of these outlets ever rust through.
Thoughts, comments, and advice?
p.s.  There's only two of us that stay on the boat (weekends), pretty good size holding tank, and pump out is easy.============================================================================overboard discharge outletsPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2006/09/26 09:18_____________________________________Go ahead and do it but your grey water outlets are above the water line and legal in most areas. You may be underestimating the amount of grey water you generate.============================================================================overboard discharge outletsPosted by Billmo99 - 2006/09/27 09:11_____________________________________I would have sworn that all three outlets were below the waterline.  Two Starboard and one on the port side.  I know for a fact that one of the outlets on the starboard side is below the waterline, for the head.  The other is a much smaller outlet, about a 1/2 inch diameter.  Was thinking the smaller outlet was for the shower.  The one on the post side is the same siaze as the head outlet and very low on the side.  Maybe I'm wrong about these....  wish I had paid more attention prior to pulling the boat out and pressure washing the sides. ============================================================================overboard discharge outletsPosted by eIke - 2006/09/27 09:53_____________________________________If these have seacocks (Valves) on the inside to shut them off then you shouldn't have to worry about them sinking your boat.  Just shut off the seacocks.============================================================================overboard discharge outletsPosted by sailer1 - 2006/10/26 06:23_____________________________________Are the y-valves associated with most marine waste systems also illegal in most states or are they allowed if turned off so as not to discharge directly into the water? I have turned mine off (holding tank position only), removed the handle and discharge hose and plugged the valve. To do anything more would mean hauling the boat and I do not want to do that. ============================================================================overboard discharge outletsPosted by Vic Willman - 2006/11/06 23:33_____________________________________Ken, with the seacock turned off and the handle removed, you're fine (and legal).  The law says that the valve must be turned off AND SECURED.   What you've done, more than complies with the law.============================================================================Re: overboard discharge outletsPosted by pirate - 2007/06/10 08:22_____________________________________Sailer, I thought you had a type I MSD. as well as a III holding tank? In the waters where you are you can discharge trated sewage which is actually better than pumping taking to the sewage plant and them discharging back into the water. On reflection seems I remember long ago you did not want to do that. So I guess you do not have a type I. You can lock the head and be legal, you can have a bucket and technically be legal as long as you do not dump it in the water. We do not have all this mess down here. I have repeatedly said those with type III holding tanks will dump when no one is there. That is what many do. ============================================================================Re: overboard discharge outletsPosted by sailer1 - 2007/06/10 18:43_____________________________________I have two electric heads with macerators and a 50 gallon holding tank. It seems to work ok as long as the on shore bathrooms are used in the marina. Fifty gallons seems like a lot but it fills up in a hurry, especially when the women are on board (gonna get slammed on that one). I don't think I have room foranyother kind of system unless I do some major remodeling which is out of the question. We've done enough remodeling and it is time to have fun, if we can afford to take the pig out of the slip. Pretty nice cabin on the river.============================================================================Re: overboard discharge outletsPosted by pirate - 2007/06/10 19:17_____________________________________Sailer the unit is very compact and you could use it without iterfering with anything else. When you get ready let me know and I will try and help you. nothing to hooking it up. Much better than what you are having to do.============================================================================Re: overboard discharge outletsPosted by Vic Willman - 2007/06/12 12:07_____________________________________e-mailed to me by a good friend, about this topic:CG regs prohibit combining gray and black water in the same tank, or any common plumbing, even venting. Yes, I know it's done--that even dealers plumb 'em together on boats going into  Lake George and Lake Winnepesaukee, but it still violates CG regs. Reason: in the event of a backup in the system, e-coli can contaminate sink and shower drains and migrate into sink water.Even if it didn't violate CG regs, it's still a very bad idea,'cuz the stuff in gray water takes forever to break down, especially any food particles from the galley sink...and grease, oils and soap scum clog up senders and put a "slick" on the surface of the contents that make gray water tanks a FAR worse nightmare to maintain and keep odor free than a toilet holding tank.Besides, it's unlikely that any below-waterline holes in a houseboat are sink or shower drains...those are only below waterline on sailboats. So they have to be either toilet or tank discharge thru-hulls or intake thru hulls...maybe for a heat/ac system or a washdown pump?In fact, if he's a drought prone region where there are likely to be watering restrictions that include boatwashing, he'd be well advised to install a raw water washdown. My dockmates and I went in on one and big battery for just that reason...we took turns putting it in our cockpits- had a long hose dangling over the side for the water pickup--and took our boats out and anchored in a deep water cove to wash 'em! :)============================================================================Re: overboard discharge outletsPosted by pirate - 2007/06/12 22:28_____________________________________Vic is right on as usual. Seperate tanks to be legal. You put grey water tanks in or mix you will be sorry. Big hassel no good comes from it. Some yachts have all graywater outlets underwater. both mine are that way. Always be sure you have proper hose and that it is double clamped.============================================================================Re: overboard discharge outletsPosted by sailer1 - 2007/08/11 09:48_____________________________________And that is why it would take a pretty major restoration to add a grey water tank. The present system works pretty good and my only complaint is the frequency at which I must change out the waste lines. Even with excessive flush times, the lines get pretty bad. At least I now have access ports to get to the bad areas. Question  --  With all the movement and flexing the boat does, should I try to do a hard plumbing job or am I beating my head against the bulkhead?============================================================================

Houseboat Forum - Houseboats For Sale Vacations and Rental fireboard Forum Component version: 1.0.2 Generated: 7 October, 2008, 10:17


