
Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by The Judge - 2006/06/05 03:54_____________________________________
Many times I have seen people, including myself, ask whether any houseboats can make the Great Loop or cruise the Intercoastal. The answer from wiser heads than me has always been that maybe a Pluckebaum or Whitcraft but generally no other houseboats should attempt it. Now I can answer the question from firsthand knowledge. In mid-May we met friends who are doing the Great Loop in a Carver 42 Aft Cabin Motor Yacht. That is a fancy name for a vessel never designed to handle rough seas. Nonetheless we boarded in North Myrtle Beach, SC and cruised to Elizabeth City, NC in a week. If you want to read about our adventures go to justusboating.com and click on all entries for the log and scroll to May 13 and read all the postings by Rusty(that's me). You will get a real flavor of the trip and see what can go wrong. When we hit a WRONG FORECAST by NOAA crossing the Abemarle Sound and ran into 5-8 foot beam seas in the area known as Deadman's Circle and we found out that my Gibson 44 would be at the bottom of the Sound with all those other wrecks on the chartplotter. One time we tried to make a turn to get back on course and heeled over 20 degrees. Spray from the waves was going over the top of our 19 foot bimini. That is measured from the waterline. On a tall flybridge you think you are about to experience the Posieden Adventure. Now granted on most days the old Gibson or most other houseboats would do fine with no other boats around but there are other crazy people out there on even the calmest days. We weathered a tornado one night tied to a dock in Swansboro, NC with winds in excess of 45mph. And on totally calm days a big sportsfish driven by some idiot who never took a boat course will run by kicking up a 4-5 foot wake and rock your world. My friend is one of the best boat pilots I ever saw. He can make a boat dance. We spent nearly 6 months prepping his boat in Chattanooga for this trip. Even so he has had to have that boat pulled five times since October when this trip started and has spent untold thousands in repairs. One incident in the Bahamas cost over $17,000. And the day we left the boat he tore up a prop in the Dismal Swamp and had to pull the boat in Hampton, VA. So DO NOT ask anymore about taking houseboats out in such conditions. I truly think that choosing the right vessel and never taking a chance on the weather is the best advice.        administrator38876.7156134259============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2006/06/07 22:45_____________________________________Rusty
Great post. Most new boaters think weather forecasts are 100% and some stretch forecasts to fit in with their desire to GO. I have book marked this post and will use it for reference when this question comes up on this and other boards I participate in. Again THANKS for a great post.OLD HOUSEBOATER38877.300625============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by The Judge - 2006/06/08 04:05_____________________________________As an additional note I heard that within the last two weeks a 38 Silverton Cruiser was crossing the same area of the Abemarle Sound and hit rough seas. The deck separated from the hull and the next wave took them to the bottom. Luckily they were in relatively shallow water and the radar arch remained above water so the crew had something to hold onto and no-one was injured. That could have been us.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by administrator - 2006/06/08 08:15_____________________________________I made this topic a sticky.
============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Amelia - 2006/06/09 02:30_____________________________________How's this for a suggestion: How about instead of plowing straight across the roughest, most treacherous part of the Albemarle Sound, why don't more boaters consider taking an extra couple of days, and heading westward along the shoreline, visiting some of the beautiful little historic villages along the way, and crossing the Sound much further west, where it's generally calmer? Many of the towns along the way offer free dock space, some with electricity and free showers. Most of these well-protected little harbors are a short stroll from excellent restaurants, nice shopping, and historical sites. Crossing from the Alligator River directly across to Elizabeth City and the A&C canal on a windy day seems like the hard way to me.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/06/09 07:30_____________________________________I don't know. Sounds like if people really took your advice they would never get out of bed in the morning. It is too dangerous. God knows what may happen!! Better yet lets stay under the bed instead of on top of it - you could fall off the bed!
I know you are well meaning and it is good advice to be careful. However everything you do has risk. I live in Florida. My boat could be crushed on the dock in my backyard by a tornado or hurricaine at any moment. What am I crazy? Am I irresponsible? Am I looking for trouble?
Form your own opinions. 
My job is an Airline Captain for a Major Airline. Every time I leave the gate I am taking a risk. Weather, mechanical failure, terrorists, .... black holes and UFO's!
Hell I would be most safe by never boarding the aircraft and never moving it. But then we'd go outta business and I couldn't afford to buy a houseboat.
Good horror story, and yes it did scare me a little. I will be a little extra careful going down the intercoastal. And I like the advice about maybe going west a bit from the last guy.
Frankly, the main risk you take going down the intercoastal is to your insurance carrier. Unless you are reckless any mishap would at most result in a big insurance claim - how many people transiting the intercoastal on their large boats for a long distance die each year due to weather? I don't know the answer, but I bet it is less than one per year on average.
After 911 we started flying again and all the airplanes were empty. I flew 5 people from ATL to Orlando in an aircraft that holds over a hundred. The tourest town of Orlando was a Ghost town. Cowardly Americans too scared to get on an airplane. 
As I was taking the hotel shuttle from the airport we passed a place where they give helicopter rides. There were 20 people standing in line. A ramshackle helicopter that is inherently a thousand time more dangerous than an airliner and they were full. 
Sometimes emotion triumphs logic.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2006/06/09 08:29_____________________________________
 
I agree with your point that we cannot be frightened of everything and life and living is a calulated risk. 
However: this is a public forum and agreeing that its an acceptable idea to take a vessel not designed for open water use out into unprotected areas of the intercoastal would, IMHO, be irresponsible. I will continue to advise against it.
BTW is your houseboat insured for offshore operation?
 OLD HOUSEBOATER38877.8843287037============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/06/09 10:48_____________________________________You are right. It is a calculated risk. You'd be fool to not take those risks into account and certainly you should take actions to minimize them.
I've decided to take a boat I bought in NJ all the way down to Tampa. I am genuinely concerned about parts of the route. Those parts are Delaware Bay and the Sound of which we are speaking.
Of the two Delaware Bay scares me more. There is hardly a marina or harbor in the whole bay. Yeah, a couple of both but it is not a very boat friendly transit. They say you can get 8 footers pretty quick.
I'm at the stage now where I'm just starting to chart plan. Theroretically my boat will be ready and I will start the trip in July.
You better believe that I am going to watch the weather for a solid window before trying it. I will try to use a route where I can duck to cover (the little that exists) if things start to go bad.
Basically you have to have pre-conditions for going and several plans about what to do if the conditions change or you suffer a setback like a mechanical failure.
I plan on making most of the trip with my wife, but that stretch, I'm thinking about hiring a professional Captain to partner with.
I wish I knew more about Delaware bay. Anyone out there familar? My boat only draws 20 inches, can take up to 3 foot chop with ease, but after that things start going bad quick.
Any suggestions? I mean besides trucking my boat down?============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2006/06/09 12:35_____________________________________For those of you that don't know it Don has a 41' Catamaran Cruiser houseboat with a 115 HP outboard. 
Our opinion is that this is a dangerous undertaking and you won't be able to get insurance to cover it. Do you have enough gas tankage to cover the longest runs?
If you have to do this we would urge you to truck your boat around the open areas and enjoy the protected portions. Your boat is easy to haul and it shouldn't be that expensive. 
IMHO A professional captain that would take on those areas in your boat would have to have brass b***s.  Professionalism would be suspect. 
Would be a good idea to wait til after hurricane season. We'll say a prayer for you.
Keep us up to date.
 OLD HOUSEBOATER38877.9029166667============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/06/09 23:03_____________________________________I have 80 gal in installed fuel tankage. I plan on either buying a marine 20 gal tank with fuel line for the Yamaha or just carrying several 5 gal jerry cans as an emergency reserve.
I am also getting a NAVMAN GPS with fuel fuel transmitter so I can find out just what my usage and effective range is. Supposily the boat gets near 3 mpg which would give me plenty of range. I personally would be happy with 2 mpg which would give me a 160 sm range which would be plenty. If the burn ends up less than 2 mpg I will have to definitely do some fine planning. As much windage as is on the boat would lead me to believe that a headwind would effect mileage pretty strongly.
I also have a 75 pound thrust bow mounted wireless trolling motor for use as a bow thruster or as emergency thrust - hopefully enough to waddle to safety. I also bought a TOWBOAT membership.
I have no dingy as of yet. I would like a nice inflatable with a 10 - 25 hp motor. The trouble besides the cost of purchase is that I don't want to tow anything on a 1300 mile trip. God knows what it would do to gas mileage. So I will probably buy a little rowboat or maybe something with a 2 or 3 hp motor that I could easily stow on board.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Amelia - 2006/06/11 08:14_____________________________________As one who's reckless enough to climb in a small (single-engine, yet) airplane, fly it by myself, at night, in clouds, and over mountains, I do understand the dilemma of Joy-vs.Absolute-Safety, and obviously, err on the side of the former, to the mystification of most everybody I know. Also, as one who's helping build a crazy, no-plans 48' houseboat from scratch, I appreciate all the well-meaning warnings to give the whole thing up as a really bad idea, and very much hope the boat will prove to handle well enough not to be limited to a duck pond. 
We will, at least, enjoy the luxury of time to hunker down in bad weather, and have many twisty little backwaters nearby that should make good hurricane holes.
So we'll be following your adventures with interest-- I do hope to hear encouraging words from you about how a conservative houseboater might sensibly stray from her own backyard just a little.
If you're looking for a bad example to be better than, Google 'Son of Town Hall' and see the trashheap a crazy bunch sailed across the Atlantic.
Amelia
The Joy is in the Journey.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/06/11 09:22_____________________________________Old Houseboater is well meaning.
But I am not the pioneer in this.
A retired couple had a 35 footer Catamaran Cruiser which they sailed around the great circle and to the Bahamas.
There is a place which rents these Catamaran Cruisers in the Bahamas. They sail them there. 
A professional captain/surveyor offered to take my boat down to Florida for me. He has 30 plus years of experiance and he thought the boat would be fine to sail down without any problems.
Yeah, it has a 115 hp outboard, but it is absolutely enough power. I'd rather have a 150 for a higher top speed, but it is fine.
I will be careful, but I doubt I am cheating death with the endeavor.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Dave - 2006/06/12 02:43_____________________________________
Frankly, the main risk you take going down the intercoastal is to your insurance carrier. Unless you are reckless any mishap would at most result in a big insurance  
It's this kind of irresponsible thinking that makes getting insurance so difficult and expensive.
 ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/06/12 04:37_____________________________________What is so hard about getting insurance? I had no problems getting it.
Since they have started building catamaran cruisers they have never had one sink or tip over. And that is after 4500 boats.
Sounds like a pretty good bet for any insurance company.
What in your definition would be a adequate boat for the trip?
When I was a kid I read a book called the "Dove". True story of a 16 year old kid who circumnavigated the earth (over 5 years) in a 24 foot sailboat. He had some rough times but made it. I am not challanging the Southern Ocean, I am navigating down a glorified canal. 
The intercoastal waterway and the Gulf of Mexico do not compare to the real ocean. I grew up sailing in the Pacific. We'd regularly get 10 to 12 foot waves in our 21 foot boat. Winds would blow 30 mph on many days. And I have sailed across the North Pacific on a helicopter carrier in 80 foot waves. Please do not pretend that the intercoastal is comparable. I would not think of taking my boat into the Pacific. But it is adequate for the Gulf and the Intercoastal about 95% of the time. I can hide in some port the other 5%.
Frankly, if you think that my boat is inadequate for a cautious, weather watching, slow cruise down the intercoastal I would have to question your judgement. I'd think a 12 foot row boat would be fully adequate for such a trip much less a sturdy 41 foot catamaran.
Excuse me, I have to take a look at my hurricaine preparations. My house is 6.5 feet above sea level. We have a high tide at 3 AM and they are saying a 4 or 5 foot storm surge due to Alberto. No I'm not leaving my house and making a run for it. I expect to either escape any damage or worst case a foot of water in the house. I've sandbagged and sealed the house for an extra 18 inches. Should be OK. And yes I have flood insurance. I love living here, no I am not moving, does that make me irresponsible in your book too?
Yeah we have a tropical storm off the coast and we still don't have bad waves here. Physics. The water is too shallow. On the other hand the shallow water can lead to some really bad storm surge... basically the water just rises.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2006/06/12 08:46_____________________________________Luck beats common sense, right???============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/06/12 09:19_____________________________________Lucky is of course good.
What we are discussing here is just what is common sense. If I were to buy a used conventional cabin cruiser that you would consider seaworthy would that be common sense.
In my opinion it would be really dumb. The seaworthy boat may be able to take some rough weather better. Rough weather that occurs maybe 5% of the time and is easily avoidable.
I got a boat which is good for 95% of the weather here and where I plan to use it. 
I decided to get the boat for the following reasons:
1. It will get twice to three times the gas mileage. Although it is no speed demon it is supposed to get near 3 mpg. Compared to around 1 mpg on a conventional cabin cruiser. Look at fuel prices lately?
2. Low draft. It will float in 20 inches of water while the conventional boat needs 40 to 60 inches depending on which boat. If ya ever operated in Florida you'd know how important low draft is. I will get 5 times the usage and enjoyment out of a low draft beachable boat then if I had a boat which forced me to open water. In fact because of its low draft it is safer - I can travel in covered areas that the conventional boat could not. I can operate and anchor in more safe harbors. 
3. Cost. I certainly could have gotten a used cabin cruiser for about the same money. But at that price level it would have been a pretty sorry boat. And it would have forced me to spend money (20K?) on dredging to accomidate its draft.
4. Deck space. The boat has a ton of deck space that you are not going to have on a cabin cruiser.
5. Maintenance. A conventional cabin cruiser probably would have been about 4 or 5 times more expensive to maintain. This boat has one outboard. It will be easy to care for. Most of the interior can be refitted at the local home depot.
So if your common sense is for me to buy a gas guzzling boat which only allows me to operate in marked channels or open deep water during high tide  and has a high maintenance tab and whose only advantage is that it can take the weather 98% of the time rather than 95% of the time..... well I just would not agree with you that that is common sense.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2006/06/12 11:50_____________________________________We have had 7 houseboats for the very reasons you site. We also boated for years on Lake Huron which can be a b***h. We have had the s**t scared out of us 3 times when the weather came out of nowhere. This was in RiverQueens, KingsCrafts and a Pluckebaum. We picked these brands of boats because of their toughness. We needed it a few times.
When are you leaving?  Get a cingular card for your laptop to keep us informed of your progress.  One of my best friends just sailed his 36 footer from Pensecola to NC.  It took him 2 months. He had wireless coverage all the way.
 OLD HOUSEBOATER38881.2927662037============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/06/12 13:06_____________________________________Leaving some time in July. 
I want to get a card, my wife is an executive with T-mobile so probably go with them.
Hey anyone out there who has been down the intercoastal - is there any parts with poor cell reception?============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/06/13 20:40_____________________________________ 
I have been watching this to see where it went. I have been that route both while in the Navy and on my own. The Cape in North Carolina can get very rough as the other places mentioned. I bought a 42 Ft Trojan sea voyager from a guy that tried to make the trip. This is a 15 ft beam heavy boat made for offshore. He was a novice but 10 ft seas got him and blew him aground. I agree with the Judge, and OHB, that is not the proper boat for this voyage. I too was in Helicopters in the Navy, operation Deepfreeze 1961, we had seas of over 70 Ft on that trip. 6 ft Seas in shallow water would give that Cat all it wants and then some. They will be like the lakes, not rollers you can ride but close together breakers. I left Tampa with a 65ft motoryacht. Checked weather, 4 ft seas predicted, 80 miles out we encountered 12 ft seas, time for rock and roll. Water was going over the top of the vessel and you could not stand up on the deck. had to head into it at angle with just enough power for headway. The Cat would have been history or any other boat not built for such. The Carver the Judge spoke of would have been at is limit with the 12 ft seas. I have been in the Pacific, the Atlantic, the Arctic, Antarctic and most Rivers from the Mississippi East. The lower Missisippi in bad weather would give the CAT all it could stand. There is a big difference in riding rollers and crashing thru breakers. I got tired of fighting the throttle wakes from tows in my 50 ft Gibson and got a 55 ft Chris craft so I did not get bounced all the time on the Lower Miss. Sold a 55 ft kingscraft, which is much more rough water capable than the Cat and the new owner sank it off Galveston bay. Coast Guard got it before it went completely down. 10 ft seas put her down. Taking a Cat down the intercoastal is fine if everything else is fine. like flying a Piper Cub to check a Hurricane, you stay in front you can make it. Let us know of your progress, you will probaly make it but I bet you will have some stories to tell. Good luck.
 ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Amelia - 2006/06/14 11:21_____________________________________re: cell phone coverage-- don't know about the rest of the area, but T-Mobile has no coverage at least around Edenton and the northwest end of the Albemarle Sound. (We ARE in the back of beyond, though.)============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/06/14 23:53_____________________________________Pirate,
OK, I looked at the Albemarle Sound.
1. It is only 15 sm on the intercoastal. At a cruise speed of 10 mph that is 90 minutes to cross it. I would really hope that I could find a weather window of 90 minutes.
2. I don't have detailed charts as of yet, but if the wind is out of the East it would seem that you could either wait for calm winds - however long that was - or you could sail out the Aligator river and hug the shoreline on the East to cross. Wind waves don't develop into whoppers if you are one mile in the lee of land. Even during a hurricane. Shallow-water capability gives you that option.
3. Weather predictors are sometimes off. It however has been my experiance, and my experiance is checking the weather forecasts one to 6 times a day as a requirement of my job, that the weather service is pretty good. Not perfect but pretty good. Except for hurricaine tracks - the guys who do that should be taken out and shot.
4. The Albemarle sound is basically a large lake. It has zero exposure to waves coming off the ocean. I have no doubt that it can get really rough. And I am familar with shallow water chop. You are right that it is much worse than large rollers. But it is only a 90 minute weather window that I need.
5. Today the national weather service is perdicting about 1 foot of chop for the sound ALL DAY.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2006/06/15 00:18_____________________________________#3  OUR FIRST AGREEMENT shall we start with Cantori?============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/06/15 03:32_____________________________________Nobody holds the hurricaine trackers responsible. If it really is impossible to track them with present technology then we need to get better technology.
When, as is typical, they give a track that covers the entire state of Florida when the storm is three days out, how is that useful information? Are 12 million people supposed to evacuate? Like that is even possible with a month's notice.
This last little Storm, Alberto, well they had it headed just North of my house as a 45 mph Tropical Storm on Sunday. By the time it hit, on Tuesday, was a strong tropical storm and the track was 120 nm north of where they originally had it.
If they could track these things down to plus or minus 20 miles and 20 mph, say 72 hours out, of strength you could make a rational decision about what to do. As it is now it all them telling everyone to run in order to CYA.
Lets see,
1. People evacuated outta the Keys for Andrew and were sitting in motels in Homestead when it flattened them.
2. People evacuated outta Tampa for Charlie, Some South and some East. Both people South and East got to deal with Charlie (145 mph) while Tampa got a nice warm breeze.
3. People we told to run at the last moment as Opal hit the panhandle and were caught in there cars in traffic jams when they would have been a lot safer at home unless they lived right on the beach.
I could go on but we have a completely irrational way of dealing with hurricaines and weather perdiction for them is horrendous.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/06/15 09:49_____________________________________I imagine you will have an interesting trip. i always hit a storm. I do not believe I have ever made a trip on a boat of over one days duration without really getting into it. Seems it never fails. Tonados, floods you name it.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/06/15 22:14_____________________________________I just got rid of a 26 foot sailboat. Since I had it in my backyard on a lift I'd only use it when the weather was good. I can only remember being rained on a couple of times. And in local use I never ever encountered what I would have considered to be scary weather.
So that is the baseline upon which I made the decision to buy this boat. For local use it will be great.... I'm pretty sure.
In spite of my logic above and in previous posts I am not 100% confident of my choice to run this boat down here on its hull - especially in the wake of the general tide of opinion here. But - I'm still going to do it - only with maybe just a little more caution.
Since I've been checking the weather in the Delaware Bay, Chesapeake Bay, and Allbemarle sound - and it seems that it is generally about a foot of chop. That is at this point going to be my pre-condition for a crossing. The water has to be 1 foot or less.
Albemarle is a 90 minute run, the Chesapeake has a billion harbors and marinas in which to take refuge, it is the Delaware that scares me. It is pretty much a 50 mile run so I need a entire day (5 hours) of good weather to make it. There are very few anchorages, and even fewer marinas to refuel or seek refuge in. The mouth of the Delaware is open to the Atlanta ocean. I figure once I am past the Delaware it is home free. 
And of course the delaware I take on the second day from the dock.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by annqueue - 2006/06/19 10:19_____________________________________Here's a question on a similar topic:

My sweetie and I are in the San Francisco Bay Area.  We're considering
buying a 35' Stardust Silver Queen houseboat up in the Sacramento
Delta, and bringing it down to South San Francisco.  The trip would
involve crossing the SF and San Pablo bays.  We're thinking in terms of
making the crossing in the morning when winds are light.  The longest
unprotected stretch of water would be about 10-15 miles.  The total distance would be about 90 miles.

Is this a dumb idea?  We'd be aiming for relatively calm water, up to
maybe 1 ft. chop.  Beyond that, we would stay in a protected place.

The boat has a 225hp Mercruiser I/O.

Opinions?

Thanks a lot...


============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/06/22 10:22_____________________________________Check weather, do not idle along, push her up to 3300 rpm and go. That bay gets pretty rough but at times it is calm.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by keysbum - 2006/06/23 09:47_____________________________________Note to self: Don't buy a Carver or Silverton - they sink in the intracoastal.
============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2006/06/23 10:39_____________________________________Note:   Leaving early in the morning when conditions are calm can lead to big trouble as the day progresses and conditions worsen.  
Better to leave later in calm conditions that you know aren't going to change.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by 64jeep - 2006/06/23 11:45_____________________________________Whew what a thread!  Great stuff.
Closer I hope that your statement about being 'home free' when the Del Bay is aft you is tongue in cheek.  Considering the waters you'll encounter along the way you won't be home free until you throw your last dock line.  
One of the reasons Bluebeard (the pirate) loved NC waters was because they were (and still are so) treacherous.  Often times his victims had nowhere to run and if they did run they ran aground.
There are several islands on the NC coast that are full of free range cattle that are descendants of the cattle that made it ashore off the Spanish wrecks that lost their way in those waters.  Downbursts and waterspouts are hard to predict and fairly common around the Albemarle Sound.  
I agree with OH that you're better shoving off late when the weather calms down and can be accurately predicted for several hours.  
Godspeed mate.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/06/23 11:59_____________________________________The airline Capt will get his feet wet the way things were before wings. He may come out of it as a sea Captain. Good luck Capt.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by The Judge - 2006/06/26 04:13_____________________________________Wow, when I started this thread by sharing my little adventure, I did so purely for informational purposes. I never thought it would set off all this discussion. Certainly I believe that you can cross the Atlantic in a pontoon boat if you get lucky with the weather every day and can carry enough fuel. You often read stories of those who do such daring deeds and live to tell about them. But my original point remains valid for those who keep safety of their crew and vessel uppermost in their minds. That is that you should always try to match your equipment to your task and conditions then existing. Not all boats are equal and certainly not all skippers are equal. Today I would opt for a good trawler to do the Great Loop. Slower speed but stable platform with better fuel economy. But if you want to try it on a jet-ski you can rest easy knowing that some fool has already done it.  ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2006/06/27 04:11_____________________________________The value here is that someone with, what some of us consider a reckless nature, chose to disagree with your advice and thru many posts articulated his thoughts and views. 
Whether we agree or not, the topic provided multiple opinions from a number of members. Being a sticky topic it will be read by many people. Hopefully this will instill caution, promote discussion and provide pertinant guidance to the viewers.
Captain please keep us up to date. Even though many of us don't agree with you we are interested in what you are doing and wish you luck. 
And yes, if you get in trouble we will send the Coasties to pick you up. OLD HOUSEBOATER38895.5598726852============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/06/27 07:14_____________________________________I have decided that you are all correct. you have to have the right equipment for the job. if potential conditions could be ten foot waves then you should buy a vessel that can handle it.
in that spirit I am trading the caddy in for a M1A1 tank.

cannot be too safe ya know.

kidding.

I will keep ya all informed on my progress.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by keysbum - 2006/06/28 00:09_____________________________________    ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/07/01 09:02_____________________________________I have a submarine for sale, you could dive and not worry about the 10 fters.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/07/08 11:04_____________________________________Sailer I have the goods on OHB. I will start a new thread on him============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/07/09 05:08_____________________________________My boat is still being fitted. I decided a ways back to have get it all jazzed up prior to the long trip and it is taking a while. I am probably not going to get the boat moving South till the end of the month.
New Kitchen, wood floors, wall coverings, king size bed, and etc. - I will post some pictures when it is done.
I put a jackplate on the motor and they are putting in the VHF, GPS, and etc etc. New Bottom paint.
I'm having about four coats of Micron 66 put on the hulls. I read the manufacturers website. They say no to Micron for fresh water. Anyone know why they do this? I was thinking that it was because it was ineffective against freshwater gunk, but then I thought maybe it was because fresh water might take the power out of the paint for some chemical reason. Anyone know what the deal is??
 ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/07/09 07:05_____________________________________Interlux Micron 66 is based on an advanced self-polishing copolymer technology that reacts with salt water in a controlled way. The Biolux SPC technology creates a controlled chemical reaction release of biocides, providing excellent protection for at least two seasons. Micron 66 is a fantastic bottom paint in salt water environments but do not use in fresh water. What happens is the Salt controls the reaction and the fresh water does not. resultr is is will not work in fresh water. like a elactrasan will not work without salt.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/07/09 07:23_____________________________________OK - that is OK then. It will work in Salt but not be damaged with an occasional trip up a freshwater river. Is that about right?============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/07/09 08:13_____________________________________That is hitting the nail on the head============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/07/14 08:37_____________________________________Well, they swear my boat will be done on the 21st of July. 
We will leave South from Atlantic City, NJ to Tampa, FL soon after that.
I will try to post it all here.dc9loser38912.7476157407============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/07/20 21:19_____________________________________We all look forward to hearing of your cruise. Take OHB with you. he had treasure buried on one of the Islands. I looked for years and could not find it. he knows even after the storms altered the terrain.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2006/07/20 22:40_____________________________________I'll go with him on his next trip in the Hatteras.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/07/21 07:34_____________________________________If he gets a Hatt I will go too. He is really going to get his Captains license on this trip. Do you think he will sell before he gets to Tampa. I certainly hope he gets his craft to Tampa. I would try the trip in a whit or botel,or a Plucky like you had. Not in a pontoon boat. I just wish him luck, with fair winds and following seas============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by tim20 - 2006/07/24 05:44_____________________________________I ran across this the other day and at first was going to ignore, but as a person who has lived and boated on the Albemarle Sound for 8 years I couldn't let it pass.
First off there are a lot of houseboats, pontoon boats and pontoon houseboats in this area. No one around here is going to doubt that the sound can get nasty when the wind picks up, but this place is nothing more than a BIG shallow lake. If the wind is up beyond 10 knots you just don't leave the rivers and even then you can duck around the rivers and points to get from the Pasquotank to the Alligator. You will have to take a little ride getting around the restricted area at Harvey's Point and the Perquimans River. 
Second, today I asked 3 other boaters and a lifetime resident about "Deadman's Circle" and none had heard of the sound called that.  Maybe the guy at Ace Hardware knows something we don't but my guess is that it comes from Blackbeard's Days when he would trap boats in the shallows.
Third, most of the wrecks you see on the charts came from people running boats way too fast in shallow areas and hitting stumps.
Fourth, the Silverton that was described left Elizabeth City during a severe thunderstorm with 50-60 mph winds. Some people are just determined to try and kill themselves.
I am curious about what was actaully on the Marine forecast the day you guys left.  I wouldn't say they don't make mistakes, however while many things are standard, certain items are tailored to different regions of the country and knowing what is/isn't included can be very important. Small craft advisories vary by region. BTW a SCA has no legal definition to size of craft.
If you were to look at this past weekends marine forecast for Albemarle you would find it showed seas of 1-2 feet and winds of about 15 knots. That sounds ok, but it also had a small craft advisory attached to it. The other bigger picture this weekend was a severe weather watch all day (squalls, thunderstorms, winds possibly to 50 mph) for counties on the sound. That is not included in the marine forecast and has to be found within local weather. Marine forecasts won't show the info until it is within 2 hours of approaching. Having all of this weather data in hand should make even the best boater cautious in going across the sound.
The morale of crossing the sound is check all of the local weather and the marine. If the winds are less than 10 more times than not you will be skating across glass. Once out of the mouths of the rivers, if it gets too rough for you. Wait it out. Explore the other rivers and have a blast in your houseboat.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/07/24 07:49_____________________________________Ah, finally the voice of reason!!
My own story is I was up in New Jersey to pick up the boat last weekend which unfortunately was not ready....again.
Anyway, a tropical storm apparently was out at sea hitting Long Island. Pretty good winds blowing. 
Anyway, the wife and me went down to Cape May and spent the weekend. At one point we went up to Delaware Bay and took a look. Looked like one to two foot of chop to me. The weather service said 2 to 3.
If I am careful I just don't think it will be a problem. I don't plan to cross when the weather is even what it was this last weekend.
It just occurred to me that I had crossed a shallow bay during a pretty severe small craft advisory. I used to live off of Escambia Bay by Pensacola when I was going through flight school in the mid 1980s. My neighbor came by one morning and asked if I could drive him in my boat over to Bayou Texar on the other side of the bay so that he could pick up his friend's boat.
No problem - lets go. Now my boat was a 1959 Thunderbird, 19 foot, flatbottomed, runabout with a 1981 Chrysler outboard. It also had a transom that was about to come off. Water would pour under the transom where it was supposed to be connected to the bottom when you ran the motor up to get on a plane. Once up the it would seal back up and do fine.
Well we ran across the shallow bay and it was five to six foot out there. Water came over the bow, over the stern, it was a mess. 
But we adjusted the speed here and there and made it across. We picked up his boat, a 34 foot cabin crusier, and drove it back towing my boat.
Hey - it was pretty dumb, but not a big deal. We lived. If we had have gone under I was young in shape and I'm sure I could have swam the few miles to shore.
Crossing these bays in all but the worst conditions is not a death defying feat. Worst case - I damage my boat.
Footnote to the story is that I didn't know at the time was my "friend" was picking up his  friend's boat because his friend had been busted for heading a cocaine ring and was in jail. He took the boat to sell it for lawyer money. The DEA showed up and threatened my friend a few days later. The next day he loaded up the car and I didn't see him again for 6 months.... after his friend's trial was over. The DEA got the boat.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by tim20 - 2006/07/24 08:11_____________________________________Anyplace can get nasty. Years ago I was in a 40 foot houseboat in April on Lake Cumberland. We were out in the middle where you can barely see land in any direction. The weather was easily blowing 25 plus and waves were 3 feet plus.  That houseboat was rocking and rolling and I was having the time of my life. Chairs were sliding from one side to the other.  Never for a moment did I feel that steel hulled flat bottom 60hp would falter. All the while others were turning green and begging for mommy.
Everyone has a different threshold of security. Knowing the structure your in has a lot to do with pushing the comfort level. If a person has lived thier life on a lake with never more than a half degree of roll then the first 3 foot wave with water down through the center of the boat is going to be pretty intemindating.
Now I would never think of taking an 18 x 80 houseboat in overly rough weather, but if a 40 foot HB sinks because of a 3 foot wave then something else was REALLY wrong. I have climbed through a lot of those aluminum bellied beast and they are built much better than any fiberglass production boat.
Also, while I have never been on a Cat cruiser I have heard nothing but good things about them. Matter of fact, a marina in Beaufort NC on the ICW rents 2 of them.  They don't let you drive them, but park you in a spot with a 20 foot skiff for a tag along to play in.
Oh one more thing. If you come down through here and Neptune causes things to go to hell in a handbasket. Throw on your life jackets and call the CG's E-City Air Station. You will have an H-60 there before you can barely get your feet wet. 
Also, if you want a tour of some nice new C-130 J models let me know and this crusty old CG warrant officer will give you a nickel tour. The least I could do for a Navy guy. LOL I am guessing you are Navy since you mentioned Pensacola.
LOL I keep editing this thing. I just remembered my experience on Dale Hollow Lake 3 years ago in a rental. When I first arrived I noticed and so did the Marina, that our boat sat lower that the other 70 foot next to me. They said this one always listed to that side and I thought nothing more. A day latter we were in a thunderstorm and I noticed the rain coming off of the roof was running into the forward hatch and disappearing. My thought was no big deal it should be draining over the side. After the rain stopped, out of couriousity I opened that hatch and was shocked. The forward compartment was almost full.
I immediately reutrned to the dock and they acted like I was smoking crack. When they opened the hatch I saw huge eyes. While the 1600 gallons of water was pumping out they were insinuating that I had beached the boat and put a hole in it. 
Truth: The forward bilge pump had a wire come lose and wasn't working. Once 10,000 plus pounds of water was gone it sat the same as all of the other 70 footers.
Another morale: Know thy boat, even a rental. I was another thunderstorm away from sinking on that docile lake.tim2038922.736400463============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/07/27 21:38_____________________________________
Above is the reason for my delay. I'm redoing the entire cabin. Added 5 person bar around kitchen, nice wood cabinets, bamboo floors, king size bed, flat screen high-definition TV, bamboo wainscotting, all new furniture, and etc. I also installed a wireless trolling motor forward to act as a bow thruster and emergency backup power, a powered jackplate on the outboard to raise the motor for shallow ops, GPS chartplotter with fuel management software, and a bunch of other expensive stuff.
The below is a link that has a sales flyer on it for cat cruisers with some lofty claims that I based my purchase on. Just hit the PDF file that says click here:
http://www.cruisingcatsusa.com/mod_vagabond.php3
I talked to the owner of the dealership. He said that he sells boats that are 5 or 6 times more expensive but which are not 5 or 6 times better boats. He said they are "price point boats". They are built cheap, but strong, and do a lot for what you are paying. He has a 40 footer that he takes into Puget Sound. He said the boat is fine in 3 footers but that who wants to go boating in 3 foot of chop? He is the one that gave me the argument that the boat was good 95% of the time in coastal cruising and that the expensive ones, that he also sells, were good for 98% to 99% of the time but cost 5 times as much or more.
Anyway that is what I've been defending on this site. That my clunker was good enough to do the intercoastal.

This is the crew for the trip.

This is what a Cat Cruiser Hull looks like from the front (above). Below are a couple of pictures of my boat:
dc9loser38926.4432523148============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by tim20 - 2006/07/28 03:16_____________________________________Looks like a boat you will have fun on.  I just returned from looking at a 46 foot Three Buoys houseboat on the intercoastal down in Brunswick GA. The guy I was dealing with runs a fleet of 4 aluminum hull cat tour boats with outboards on them.
He has been delivering boats up and down the east coast for 39 years. We got on the subject of taking a houseboat on the intercoastal and people were advising against it. He actually started laughing and replied "On the intercoastal?"  ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/07/28 08:06_____________________________________.
I would sure like to know what kind he was delivering, I can see Gibsons and Harbormasters and planning hull houseboats but not outboard lake boats and the like. I used to race houseboats. I also have been on the intercoastal when it was rather nasty. The water is sheltered pretty well in Ga. North Carolina is a different bear. I guess I got tired of the whole bow going under, having to tape the hatches etc. We lost a 55 ft Kingscraft which is not a lake boat on the Gulf coast intercoastal a couple of years ago. He had to get pumps from the coast guard before it went to the bottom. He was IN THE INTERCOASTAL. You get 10 fters on THE INTERCOASTAL. Water was over the engines, it had Perkins turbo diesels. We are only trying to tell you guys to use your head. I have been there and done that as OHB has. You guys would have your hands full running the lower Mississippi River with those type boats. You get 10 ft swells on that River. I have the proper boat for what you wish to do. I carry 900 gallons of fuel and displace 50 tons. I can take 12 fters and survive without a problem. All we are trying to tell you is get the proper boat for what you are going to do. One of my boats draws over 5 ft, I would not be going in the shallows as you can. I wanted to do that I would use another craft like a Holiday or Gibson that draws 28 inches. All I can say is use your good judgment and be careful as the weather can change, it can happen in a matter of minutes.
 ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by tim20 - 2006/07/28 11:13_____________________________________I see your point. If anyone treats the ICW as just a lake they would be asking for trouble. Knowing that it can go from glass to a mess is money in the bank to making very safe passages.
I lived in Alaska for 10 years and people tooks jon boats out fishing on good days in total safety. Those same places could have 40 foot seas on bad days. After 26 years in the Coast Guard and more Search and Resuce than I could ever count, the one sure thing that rang true of the ones who didn't make. They took the attitude that it could never happen to them. Those were the ones who didn't put a life jacket on when things got ugly. Didn't make a simple call to say they might be in trouble. Didn't have a flare kit or an Epirb.
I have also been on more cases where a boat sank from a failed system that allowed the boat to take on water or hitting a submerged object than ever from the seas being to much and the boat being swamped. If water tight integrity is maintained you can't sink it.
From my short discussions with that gentleman he had moved everything from Gibsons, Three Buoys and the like up to Coastal Cruisers. When I asked if he stopped much in Elizabeth City he told me he did the Virginia Cut because most boats he brought up were higher draft and he wanted to avoid the hidden stumps in this area. ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/07/28 21:01_____________________________________ 
I had one lady tell me she was going to Hawaii in a 55 kingscraft from LA. I told her she had a fuel capacity problem and that the boat would never make the cruise even if it did not. I also told her the first thing would be the windows would be knocked out by the water and in 10 minutes it would be headed to the bottom. That was if she made the first 25 miles to the islands. I doubt she would have made that, cruisers select what days they travel. She kept on and I told her to call the Coast Guard and speak with a search and rescue petty officer or officer, she wrote back and said they told her she was dreaming. (The reason I told her to talk to search and rescue personnel was I had a retired Chief Coast Guard, who knew nothing about the rules of the road or boat handling. He was a twidget or to be proper electronics tech. I took a cruise with him for 150 miles, he would have grounded the boat as he could not run the chart. He had us headed to the Stumps and I had to take the wheel.)  I had another who was going to take and 18 ft raft type boat on the great Circle, I finally had to refer her to the CG and she apologized and admitted not using common sense. I do not doubt that our good Airline Capt. will make the trip, but if not I can look anyone in the eye and say we warned him. I personally with the money he has spent on that Cat would rather had a Coastal Barracuda or a Gibson for the Same or a little more money than he has spent on this one. We have one here and he is careful about the weather even here on the Tenn River. I am glad we have a man of experience here on the board. I was an Air rescue certified in the Navy. Helicopter Utility squadron 4. I can say one thing watch the weather and have two VHF radios. Good luck 
 ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/07/28 21:15_____________________________________Oh, I am going to make the great circle trip in the next two years. I am going to leave from my place and do it. I will not be going in a 3 ft freeboard vessel. May even take OHB with me, he needs off land for awhile. I will be finished with my refurbish work on the Grebe this year. So a cruising I will go. I have a 63 ft Kelly that would be great for the intercoastal, 5 ft of freeboard , straight drive. Great boat for that. I am selling her ASAP============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by The Judge - 2006/07/30 23:35_____________________________________The longer this thread gets the more I believe that these guys are just pulling our chain about running down the east coast intercoastal in that cat houseboat. I went to that website and saw that it had a sliding glass door facing onto an open flat deck. First big wall of water that they nose into will come right on through that door. Maybe the thing is "unsinkable" like the Titanic was due to its pontoons but they better have a back door open to let the water out.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/07/31 02:55_____________________________________It is getting a little fishy, I believe OHB may be involved. He spends a fortune on a pontoon boat and it is not ready, then he shows us PICs of a very limited craft as far as rough water goes . i have one just like it at my place. Calm water boat. He being an Airline Capt. he probley has a 50 Ft. Bluewater up there.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by tim20 - 2006/07/31 07:32_____________________________________For the record. The bulk of my CG career was search and resuce in a big ole C-130 aircraft. Many of the cases I was on in the Gulf of Mexico and the east coast were looking for coastal cruising pleasure craft. I would venture to say most lost not from bad weather but lack of maintenance and knowledge. My boating life has been more on the recreational side.
There are a lof those cats in the upper Chesapeake and some down around NC. It should be looked at as a fair weather boat.
BUT you guys are missing the point of that sliding glass door in the front. That is not just a door!  In high seas you are supposed to open the door and close the screen. That is a fishing net.
 
Now as far as boating in the Albemarle sound area we have to make tradeoffs around here. While someone may want a boat that is very safe to venture out to the coast that boat just won't work around here. Most of this area is very shallow and anything that drafts more than 2 feet is going to be confined to the channels.
Gibsons and Holiday Mansions are fine, but it is hard to find a single engine that is worth buying. Twins engines in my eyes are gas guzzlers and it wouldn't be wise to go exploring at 20 knots. Eventually a stump is going to bite you.
I have spent the last 2 years pouring over designs, trying to find something to build. I found one designer who actually has designs meant to be shallow draft and handle coastal seas. They do exist and are mainly based on the New England style dories.
I just did stumble onto a Three Buoy houseboat that is perfect for here. Aluminum hull, shall draft, modified V hull similiar to a Gibson and a single engine. 
 
If I were going to go with a Cat myself I would certainly choose my open water boating days carefully. The Albemarle sound area doesn't worry me as much as venturing into the open Chesapeake Bay area. I would hug the coastline there on a good day until I was well into the upper Chesapeake.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Miller Tyme - 2006/08/01 23:59_____________________________________ Like i said when the question was first posed on this forum, get the Mfg. to give the 3 foot seas guarantie in writing so the next of kin can use it in there lawsuit against the Mfg.
on a serious note I hope he makes it, but i have put 5 ft waves over the bow on my 52 monticello in a storm on the river, and those front doors on that toon would be my biggest worry.
 
A bad day on the river still beats a good day at work!!!!!!!!!!!!
  GO BEARCATS !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2006/08/02 00:10_____________________________________It's just too bad that he's going to take the pretty little blond thing down with him!============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/02 05:19_____________________________________I am about a mile behind a tug pulling a barge on the Chesapeake doing 3900 rpms and 7.4 knots.

I did Delaware bay at last night in near total darkness, 1 mile of visibility, and 1 to 4 foot of chop. After Delaware Bay - the Chesapeake is a joke.

The run from Atlantic city to the beginning of the Chesapeke burned up 66 gal of fuel. I'm sure that you'd have to double the miles due to all the zig zags I did trying to maintain course last night.

OK - 

1. This boat glides over chop pretty darn good. Yeah I had water over the bow several times and all it di was slide back off. Less than 2 foot is not even a concern.

2. The boat is slow. 10 mph flat out. My NAVMAN fuel flow computer was not hooked up right and I don't know the burn.

3. This is a great boat an more than I need for what I'm going to use it for at home.

4. The most dangerous thing I've encountered is the river pirates who run Sea Village Marina - but that is another tail.

I am doing this leg with a buddy - I would never have done it this way with the wife. ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2006/08/02 07:01_____________________________________Qk so you proved that you can do it a 7.4 knots. Now put the damn thing on a truck so we can quit worrying about you and your wife. At least when it gets there on the truck the motor won't be worn out and you will have something left to use.OLD HOUSEBOATER38931.7959143519============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/08/02 09:43_____________________________________I have a truck, we cound rent a flatbed since it is a toon.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/02 20:04_____________________________________The 7.4 knots sucks. That is by far the worse thing about this boat so far. Speed is time. And time is something I have a limited amount of. Bummer.

We were running at night too to make some miles but it is exhausting. We ran last night to about 20 miles past Annapolis and started getting sleepy. Finding a good place to throw the hook out to is tough in the dark. We decided it is too hard and no fun....no more night ops for awhile.

I want to get to Norfolk by tomorrow morning - we will see. 

I put a lot of extra weight in the boat - but I don't think one of these would do 14 knots with a 115 on it no matter what. So ohb I might put a 175 on it when I get done wearing out this 115.

I will report back soon.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/08/02 20:10_____________________________________a little more food for thought, never run waters that are not familier at night unless you are on the outside. Anything can and will happen. OHB will be out to get you in a couple of days.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2006/08/02 22:19_____________________________________Don
7.4 is not good. You may get into some tidal flows in some areas that might give you grief. Check your tide tables carefully so that you can time them to favor the direction you want to go.
Rodd
 ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/02 23:12_____________________________________boat will do 9 knots - 7.4 is at 3900 rpms

I ran the Delaware and here at night to catch the tidal flow - otherwise it would be against me.

I just refueled here at the patuxent river - another 68 gallons.

making 8.2 knots at 4500 rpms.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2006/08/02 23:46_____________________________________Have you calculated mileage? What do you have to pay for gas where your at?============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Miller Tyme - 2006/08/03 01:12_____________________________________  I appears as though your trip my take even longer, NOAA has tropical storm warnings up and down the flordia/atlantic coast. hope it doesn't run up the coast or you may be tied-up for a few more days.
  P.S. the speed of a boat has a direct corolation to the amount of "torpedo juice" the captian has on board for the trip.
 
 A bad day on the river still beats a good day at work !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
 
GO BEARCATS  !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!      &amp ;nbs  p;         &amp ;nbs  p;         &amp ;nbs p; Miller Tyme38932.4281828704============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/08/03 07:26_____________________________________Go get him OHB, he is going to be in for it. Should we notify Davy to get ready?============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by tim20 - 2006/08/03 11:06_____________________________________Come on guys!. Cut him some slack. He is keeping his chin up and doing good, although at a slow pace. Not sure if I agree with the night ops, but geez cheer him on.
You act like you want him to fail. Very disappointing.
Things down around Albemarle have been the dog days of summer. Dead calm and HOT.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/08/03 21:34_____________________________________We are just putting a little humor in to it. We certainly do not wish him to fail. he is not thru the worse part. I just pray for clear weather. When I did thing like this the unexpected always occurred that the weather man said would not. We are waiting on his reports but we have to chide him a little. I do not think he will do it again in an underpowered vessel such as that. I did it without GPS or anything but a VHF. At least he has those aids. Got into a real mess on a new 42 Gibson in November of 1973, on the Mississippi, floods 8 fters, debris, barges out of control, buoys going under, 80 Mph winds when I got to Lake Barkley. Had to use full power with twin V-drives to get it to the dock as the wind was a beam. It a cornfield part of the time. Got water in the gas in Hickman Kentucky, had drums on top. Put fuel in above the locks on the Cumberland engines quite and we were headed for the spillway with water 4 ft over flood stage. I got it started on one and was able to keep it going on and off. Give it to much throttle she would quit. I had a gallon of denatured alcohol and poured it in the tanks and got to Rock Harbor near Nashville. First person we saw was Eddy Arnold, he said were in the H--- have you guys been? We went to Memphis and back. There was a lot more also, one barge was out of control and we had to go thru logs to the bank in fog or be run over. He was yelling on the radio that he was out of control. Missed us by 25 ft. I could go on and on. We are just trying to get people to  use caution. We have preached proper boat for years.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/05 02:40_____________________________________Hey - I'm still alive - LOL

Spent last night at the bluewater yacht center in Hampton, Virgina.

Left with the wife in the morning at 6 AM

Crossed Norfollk Harbor in a stiff breeze with 2 to 3 foot of chop superimposed on a 4 foot swell.

almost to elizabeth city============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by ggimlick - 2006/08/05 04:46_____________________________________When you get down to Swansboro on the intracoastal, be sure to check out the town. There is a free dock downtown by a very good restaurant (Gormet Cafe) and two marinas in town that have good reputations. Caspers and Dudley's.

I'm following your trip closely as I'm going to Morehead City next week to check out a 34' used Cat Cruiser. I've spent the last few years running the intracoastal between Beaufort and Sneads Ferry so am confident in those waters. I don't leave the intracoastal and go out to the ocean though.

I've also never owned a houseboat so this will be a first if we decide to do it.

Take care,
   Greg============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/05 05:27_____________________________________Hey can someone look up the weather for the Albemarle sound for tonight and tomorrow?

I'm having a hard time getting it============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by ggimlick - 2006/08/05 06:05_____________________________________Here's what I get from the NOAA site:
FZUS52 KMHX 051937
CWFMHX

COASTAL MARINE FORECAST
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE NEWPORT/MOREHEAD CITY NC
336 PM EDT SAT AUG 5 2006

FROM S OF CURRITUCK BEACH LIGHT TO N OF SURF CITY NC OUT 20 NM...
INCLUDING THE ALBEMARLE AND PAMLICO SOUNDS AND THE MONITOR NATIONAL
MARINE SANCTUARY

AMZ130-060930-
/O.ROU.KMHX.MA.F.0000.000000T0000Z-000000T0000Z/
ALBEMARLE SOUND-
336 PM EDT SAT AUG 5 2006

TONIGHT
NE WINDS 5 TO 10 KT. WAVES 1 FT. A SLIGHT CHANCE OF
SHOWERS AND TSTMS THIS EVENING. 

SUN
NE WINDS 5 TO 10 KT. WAVES 1 FT. 

SUN NIGHT
SE WINDS 5 TO 10 KT BECOMING S AFTER MIDNIGHT. WAVES
1 FT. A SLIGHT CHANCE OF SHOWERS AND TSTMS. 

MON
S WINDS 5 TO 10 KT. WAVES 1 FT. A SLIGHT CHANCE OF SHOWERS
AND TSTMS. 

MON NIGHT
SW WINDS 5 TO 10 KT. WAVES 1 FT. A CHANCE OF SHOWERS
AND TSTMS. 

TUE
W WINDS 5 TO 10 KT BECOMING NW IN THE AFTERNOON. WAVES 1 FT.
A CHANCE OF SHOWERS AND TSTMS. 

TUE NIGHT
N WINDS 5 TO 10 KT. WAVES 1 FT. A CHANCE OF SHOWERS AND
TSTMS IN THE EVENING. 

WED
N WINDS 5 TO 10 KT. WAVES 1 FT. 

THU
NW WINDS 5 KT BECOMING SW. WAVES 1 FT. A CHANCE OF SHOWERS
AND TSTMS.  

WINDS AND WAVES HIGHER IN AND NEAR TSTMS.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/07 02:29_____________________________________Pretty much past all the big bad pieces of water on the ICW.

Just passed MM 220.

The Pamlico river was a rough passage last night but I lucked out with pretty glassy water on the Pamlico Sound this morning.

The other night I turned back about 3 miles out into the Albemarle Sound went back and set the hook off Camden point and then did the crossing at 4 AM in the dark as it was much calmer,

Beautiful but really windy off the nose now - back to driving============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/07 21:01_____________________________________Pretty much past all the big bad pieces of water on the ICW.

Just passed MM 220.

The Pamlico river was a rough passage last night but I lucked out with pretty glassy water on the Pamlico Sound this morning.

The other night I turned back about 3 miles out into the Albemarle Sound went back and set the hook off Camden point and then did the crossing at 4 AM in the dark as it was much calmer,

Beautiful but really windy off the nose now - back to driving============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/07 22:43_____________________________________MM 284.

wRIGHTSVILLE NC

STILL ROLLING ALONG============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by ggimlick - 2006/08/07 22:48_____________________________________Glad to hear the sound crossings went well. You're down past my area now, I hope you enjoyed the waterway from Beaufort down thru Swansboro, we love that section.

I may be going to Morehead to look at a 34 ft Catamaran Cruiser this weekend. It's a 1999 trailerable version so it's only 8 1/2 ft wide.

Take care,
   Greg============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/08 11:30_____________________________________If ya need to trailor it - that is certainly the way to go - I really think ya should think about going wider if you are able.

Hit some bad chop up to four foot around cape fear today. Turned back - reacessed and pressed on. Ran real slow working the throttle back and forth depending on the size of the wave. Worked pretty good.

The boat eats 1 to 2 foot chop like it ain't there. 3 foot and you start getting water on the front deck. 4 footers you have to crawl over them and if you get a big set of them watch out for water over the bow.

Boat definitely needs more power. I had a strong follwing sea and a tailwind up in Norfolk - I hit 11 mph and it started to plane a little. I suspect that it would be a different boat with a Suzuki 175 on it. As it is I'm down to 5.5 mph due to head currents at times.

Gas prices have ranged from 2.99/gal at Alligator river marina to 3.99/gal today in Wrightsville, NC.

This trip would a lot better if I had a couple of months and another 50 horsepower.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/08 12:00_____________________________________hey - a couple of observations:

1. Weather perdictions are not accurate relative to sea conditions. when they say a foot of chop it might be two or three times worse. winds pick up in say the afternoon and all of a sudden it's three foot instead of one. Or it might be mostly one foot execept where the wind coming from a certain direction is able to whip a portion of a bay into a frenzy. that is what happened to me this morning around cape fear. the wind was directly aligned with the bay and wham in the face. as I got to the upwind part of the bay it was back at a foot.

2. Originally I planned to do the trip slowly over a three week vacation and here and there over the summer. Now with all the delays I had refitting I'm rushing. Rushing can lead to problems. I've been lucky so far or I made good risk acessments or a bit of both. If anyone is planning a trip like this set aside enough time to do it safely.

3. Ya have to have a GPS. Mine has saved me from groundings delays collisions you name it. I can't even imagine doing this in the day without one and at night - forget it!

OHB - if ya did this without a GPS hats off to you. The intercoastal is poorly maintained along much of it's course. Missing markers or markers that point to where the channel once was but now is a sandbar - hey I draw 20 inches and I 've hit bottom a couple of times. Just following the route is tough at times especially after 14 hours at the helm.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by The Judge - 2006/08/08 22:48_____________________________________Well it looks like our pilot is finally beginning to see the light and realize that there can be serious trouble out there for any type of boat. I just wish he could have found one 8 footer while he was out there but at least he had sense enough to turn back when things got rough. We did not and that is when trouble struck. And once it strikes it can be too late to turn back. He should be through the worst of it for awhile.  ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Amelia - 2006/08/09 03:27_____________________________________Sounds like it's been a fine trip so far. I'm so glad to hear of your experiences. Got photos? What's been the best part?
 What are you finding out about day-to-day living on your houseboat? Any good advice, while we're still at the floorplan-planning stage? 
(The last two 8' sections of our pontoons --we've been calling them 'barrels'-- are being launched, towed around to our dock, and bolted on to the rest of it right now. Woohoo! Brings us to a grand total LOA of 49.5 feet. Then a couple of months of details, like cutting in hatches, installing the last four bilge pumps, and painting and fitting the rest of the underdeck up under the crossbeams, and then we can start on the deck house. I'm getting impatient, especially as we read accounts like yours! I figure we're a good year away from casting off, though.)
Good work! Glad you didn't let some well-meaning negativity talk you out of what sounds like a wonderful adventure. Dear Spouse is fond of intoning, "One experiment is worth a thousand expert opinions."
Which is why he's engaged in this fool nautical experiment of his. At least it's keeping him out from underfoot!
 ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/09 09:17_____________________________________I have some great photos of the interior I refitted in the boat - but I will have to wait till I get on a real computer.

I've been posting off my MDA cell phone - hence the numerous mistakes in spelling and etc.

I'm at MM373 (Osprey Marina in Myrtle Beach, SC). So far I like NC the best. Lots of gorgeous scenery. I'm glad I did the Dismal swamp but it wasn't all that.

I picked up my third first mate. My father in law replaced my wife who flew out to work.

My GPS chip runs out in 30 miles. I have to get another C-Map + chip that will get me to FL. West Marine doesn't have it in stock. I can't wait two days. Gonna have to get one sent down the road or something. Anyone with good idea here?============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/08/09 11:08_____________________________________I believe you now see what we have been telling you. You have been lucky as to weather, could have been much worse. That was me without GPS, still do not have one. I have ordered one for my crusing when I get the boat finished. but I am sure OHB has done the same thing.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Amelia - 2006/08/09 22:56_____________________________________two cents worth:
While our DC9jockey -turned-houseboat-skipper may have been 'lucky' with the weather, let's face facts: The man deals with and makes life-or-death decisions based on weather all day every day. He obviously knows what he's dealing with, and how to interpret the massive quantities of meteorological data available at his fingertips. 
The fact that he's learned something about how to apply his considerable knowledge to the marine environment doesn't mean he's foolhardy, stupid, or ill-informed enough to venture out in potentially dangerous conditions. He knows where the tropical weather systems are before you do, I guarantee it.
While any joker with a credit card can become a boater this very afternoon, this is not true, even of us puddle-jumper pilots. We need to have demonstrated some weather knowledge and common sense before they even let us solo. This guy's logged thousands of hours to earn his four stripes. Let's give him just a leeetle credit.
 
 
 ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/10 01:15_____________________________________Thanks for the support-

I really don't think my boat is inappropriate for the intercoastal at all. I've always known it was a fair weather boat - but still able to take it a bit. You just have to make good decisions as when you press on and when you wait.

Last night at the marina I had some scotch with a guy and his wife who live aboard a 37 foot diesel trawler. Sturdy boat made in Taiwan. Heavy heavy duty construction. He claimed the boat got 4 mpg. But it is slow and drafts 4.5 feet. Whose bot is more appropriate for the intercoastal?

I'd much perfer my boat. huge windows compared to a dark cave. I can glide over shoals while he has to meticulously maintain channel centerline. His boat is shorter but weighs twice as much. 

Most of all even at my slow 8 or 9 mph my boat appears to be a rocket. Since I left Atlantic city I have not been passed by a single boat transiting the ICW. I've only been passed by local traffic.

I think it is because of hull speed. Long distance guys are going 6 mph due to hull speed gas mileage. Some of them can probably do 30 knots but at 4 dolars a gallon they choose to go slow.

The guy with the trawler couldn't believe I was regularly making a hundred a day because he never does.

This boat is entirely suitable for use on the intercoastal - but ya got to know when to go and when not to go.

We are back at the 95% vs 98% argument. His trawler is good for 98% of the conditions on the intercoastal while mine is good for 95%.
============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/10 07:41_____________________________________I am at mm 461 on the hook. That is about 7 miles North of Charleston, SC.

We stopped early because this is the last place to set the hook until after Charleston - and by then it would be dark. Also had a line of weather between here and there.

Hopefully we will be on the outskirts of Savannah by tomorrow night. Then maybe jacksonville FLORIDA!!!!!! by Sunday morning.

Saw lots of dolphins and about a dozen gators today. South Carolina seems to be a big coastal marsh. North Carolina was much prettier.

============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/11 09:23_____________________________________I'm in the port royal marina in Beaufort SC - that is mm 539.

We gave up early today because the next Marina was another 25 miles which would have put us into doing the last 5 to 10 miles in the dark. We also lost near two hours this morning hunting down a C-Map chip in Charleston to no avail.

We gave up on the chart plotter and have been navigating the old fashion way - by using the chart. So far we've done asleast as well as we did with the GPS. Just have to pay attention, use binos to find range markers, and keep a running log of our position.

Tides in South Carolina are horendous. We dragged anchor last night badly. We decided to stay in Marinas until we get out of the big tidal regions. You just don't get much sleep when 4 or 5 mph currents pop up in the middle of the night. Plus with current price of fuel it is only 2o bucks or so more to tie up than to run the genset all night. 

We fought the tidal currents most of the day. Yeah you can figure the tides and use them to your advantage - but when you are just trying to rack up miles and time is more critical than fuel it is better to just keep on trucking down the road. 

With today only making 78 miles we may not make Jacksonville by Sunday.

We will see.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/12 17:19_____________________________________well - about move out after spending the night at a Marina at MM 613.

These Head currents are killling my progress. If I had been making even 8 mph yesterday we would have made an easy 100 miles. Unfortunately we were doing more like 5.5 to 6 mph most of the day against 2 to 4 mph tidal currents.

The last hour of the day the currents went in our favor and we were doing 11 mph - but then we had to stop because we hit the last Marina for 50 miles and didn't want end up traveling in the dark with no GPS.

As it was we got hit by a pretty good line of thunderstorms around 4 PM. Visibility dropped to the point that I had to use compass courses to find the markers. A GPS without a chip is still useful as an odometer and to mark rally points to fall back on should we become lost. I need to buy another chip for Florida.

Today is the last day until next weekend. I have to go back to work.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by ggimlick - 2006/08/12 23:05_____________________________________Thanks for keeping us up to date with your trip reports. Glad to hear you liked the part thru NC, of course I'm partial to that since I live here and do my boating along the waterway between Beaufort and Sneads Ferry.

Your reports have been very educational too.

I passed on the 8x34 Cat Cruiser as there were too many other issues with the boat. I would have no problem using it in the area I operate though. Wider would be better.

I also looked at a 25' Nomad Sea Ark that was an interesting boat. Certainly not a long range cruiser, but would make a nice weekender. The filon sides of the cabin had some delamination spots that I wasn't willing to deal with. I've done that with one of my RV's and it's a huge job to tear out and repair.

We're still rooting for you at our house and are jealous of your "adventure" :-)

I'm a retired Army helicopter driver and spent some time on LPH's, but never in 50 ft seas.....we Army guys don't like big waves :-)

Take care and good luck
Greg============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/12 23:55_____________________________________Yeah, I flew AH-1W's for the Marines - you being a Army helo guy you know about operating at night too. Some of these civilians are afraid of the dark I think. I guess since I lost the data on my chart plotter so am I.

Just passed Sapelo Sound this morning - damn! Big rollers up to 6 foot coming off the  open ocean from the East combined with a strong NW wind kicking up an up to 3 foot chop. This combined with a 2 mph current to make some messy conditions.

There is more to the story than just plowing ahead in the weather. We calculated a plan based on where the wind/chop/rollers/shoals and etc. were and where their eff would be minimized.

Anyway even with our great plan we ended up riding over some steep faced 5.5 footers. I took them at a 45 degree angle and we rolled pretty good but it was amazing how well the boat took them - only a little water over the bow and the couch slid out from the wall.

We had less then a mile with a beam sea and then we turned downwind to the rollers and behind a shoal that protected us from the chop coming in from the right.

Everything smoothed out and we are nearing 47 miles for the day so far.

We decided to do 20 or 30 miles tomorrow to make Jacksonville....... if we get that close. ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by tim20 - 2006/08/13 00:58_____________________________________Glad to see you are doing fine. I was out of town last week, otherwise I would have come down to E-City and said hello, but it sounds like you did the Virginia Cut and not the Swamp Canal?
Well I close on this boat this week: Ouch long link.  Couldn't pass on this deal. I got it for less than half of what they were asking. I will need to make a few trips down there to get it ready to put in the water and then bring it back to E-City.
 http://www.boats.com/listing/boat_details.jsp?entityid=15512 541&searchtype=buy&searchid=1&back=%2Flisting%2F cache%2Flisting_search_results.jsp%3Fbdi%3Dtrue%26searchtype %3Dbuy%26payingBrandsOnly%3Dtrue%26sm%3D3%26%26lid%3DSearch% 26lpos%3Dcenter.x%3D71%26toYear%3D2007%26currencyid%3D100%26 luom%3D126%26sfm%3Dfalse%26man%3Dthree%2Bbuoys%26slim%3Dquic k%26psdistance%3D500%26%26lid%3DSearch%26lpos%3Dcenter.y%3D1 6%26pszipcode%3D27944%26searchPage%3D%252Flisting%252Fcache% 252Fquick_search.jsp%26detailed_view%3Dfalse ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/08/13 08:02_____________________________________ 
Tim 20 congratulations, that looks like a nice boat at a great price. OHB and Sailer, I knew he was marine hardheaded as they come. We haul them all over. Now as to running at night, I have run at night on Night OPS with Helos in the Navy.  I was on the Cuban blockade. Flying the little HUL-1 over the Russian fleet. I was at the Bay of Pigs. I have run the Mississippi at night the length of the lower part. Also the Cumberland, Tennessee, Ohio, Arkansas and the Warrior at night. I would not recommend it tho. I have never had a GPS and I survived. I left where you are from with a VHF and a compass and went to Mobile. I went 200 miles out and straight in, that was night and day running. I was in the Navy about the time you were born flying HRS -3 and Hul-1 helos. We are not civilians, I have been on Operation Deepfreeze in 1961 with Helos. All we, which consists of the Judge, OHB, myself and Sailer 1 is to try and keep you out of trouble. Most of this group are seasoned Vietnam Vetrans, so we are not civilians by any means. My Uncle was a Navy pilot, then TWA and was a disaster on a boat in the Rivers. He had 33,000 hrs. Being a pilot does not automatically make you a good Captain. It is a different world on the water from the air. you can navigate but there the similarities end. When I got into the 12 ft seas a day out of ST. Pete, I was glad they did not continue thru the night. You have a boat that under good conditions you can travel the intercoastal. I want a boat I can travel without turning back unless it is really bad. I will give you a word to the wise. Most Coastal sailors think running the rivers is a cinch, well there are trees under the water, and all kinds of things especially after a flood that can tear your boat up. I have seen many a licensed Capt. from the coast come to my place to get a strut rudder IO or the like because they used the GPS and did not look at the chart. Look at the Chart, it tells where safe harbors are, water depth etc. I am glad you are doing well and wish you the best. You are in a piper cub, we will get you to what you are currently flying one day. we are here to help a good grunt if needed. Just yell Good Luck. 
 ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by ggimlick - 2006/08/13 09:54_____________________________________I feel like I've walked into the club in the middle of a big **** contest. Before we know it we'll be arguing over who had the lowest draft number.

I've enjoyed dc9loser's reports and I have to admit he takes the abuse that's been leveled at him much better than I would have. I've learned a lot lurking on these forums, but I'd be hard pressed to ask a question for fear of being slam dunked.

I'm a novice on the water compared to most here, but I would hate to be treated like I didn't have the sense to get out of the rain. I have a deep respect for water just as I did when I was flying nighthawk or NVG ops. I don't consider how many times I got shot at as a credential for my abilities at sea, but gimme a break just as I don't think a great boat captain would necessarily make a great air battle captain on a JAAT mission.

I think some of you are very disappointed to think he might actually live thru this trip, and that's the most disappointing thing of all. I doubt I'll be seaking too much info from certain folks here and that's a shame because if you could control your egos it would be extremely helpful for those of us getting into owning a houseboat.

Take care,
   Greg

============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by tim20 - 2006/08/13 10:03_____________________________________Thanks Pirate. I can only hope it was a good deal. I spent a few hours going over it a couple of weeks ago. Gave them a long list of things to fix with my offer and a "as is" offer" which I thought was VERY low. The old guy took the "as is". Now I have a boat 600 miles away that I have to get ready.
Let me just say, as for shipping on a truck, so far the truck drivers are out of their MINDS. 600 miles and the quotes are coming in between 4500 and 11000. That is the "hello I am stupid, please take me" range.
I would have to say that even for the seasoned guy, running at night in narrow channels, aka "the ditch" is pretty risky. DC9 as you noticed, the ICW is not necessarily well maintained. The sphrincter factor vs. miles gained might not be worth it. Staying in the channels should be safe but out of that pretty dangerous at night.
I got in after the last post and thought I might make a little comment. 
For those of us that actually live and boat out here on the sounds and such, we don't see this area as a big deal. YEAH the weather can get bad, but then Ky, TN and MS have tornados all the time. You don't see us telling people to stay in their basements because a tornado might be comming do you?
If you haven't spent much time out along this area then you might not notice the LARGE amount of houseboats that reside around here. If you live in the middle states then one might tend to think that houseboats can only operate on the rivers and lakes of those middle states.
FOLKS, NEWS FLASH: There are a lot of houseboats along the intercoastals of the east coast. OF course to little sailboats they are a minority.tim2038942.800462963============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/08/13 10:21_____________________________________ I for one am glad he is making it. The Civilian thing got me a little but what everyone here forgets is passing this off as an ordinary voyage in that type boat could well get someone drowned or shipwrecked. There are those who have not a clue how to do what he is doing. If they see this and think it is just fine to take a pontoon boat in what he said were 6 ft rollers most could not do that. He knew how to make it thru his training, most do not have that. We normally are just one big happy family here but I am not going to endorse this trip for the average Houseboater to take on a pontoon boat. I bought a 42 ft Trojan that an inexperienced individual got and tried to make the trip. He folded in So Carolina with strut and shaft gone and other damage. He was terrified and he was in an off shore capable vessel. We will be glad to help anyone without any ridicule or anything else but this is not for the normal Houseboater. I would not at this stage in life do what he is or has done to this point. I see no pleasure in fighting it. Lets face it, as well as being knowledgeable he has also been lucky. Now a good army officer such as Greg should know squids always rib Marines and vice versa. It has always been that way. That part is all in fun. I am sorry about putting all the other on the board but we are not civilians at heart. I at this point think if the weather does not turn on him that he will make it. But the average Joe may not even under the same conditions. Now lets face it, he is an unusual guy and has put his skills to use. All may not be able to do that. 



Close Window============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by ggimlick - 2006/08/13 10:22_____________________________________Congrats on the new boat. Those shipping rates are pretty impressive....hope you can work something out to get it home without breaking the bank.

You're absolutely right about the intracoastal being poorly maintained in many places. The gov't didn't see fit to fund the dredging and maintenance of the channel going out to the new Bogue Inlet so the local municipalities kicked in to pay for it. This is opening a can of worms because now the Feds will probably never pay for it again, but what can the local towns do when their fishermen and tourists depend on it being navigable.

I don't like running the waterway at night, but then I'm a wimp now that I'm getting older   

Years ago when I first starting staying and playing at my section of the coast everyone told me to avoid pontoon boats at all costs and I took their advice. I've always been amazed at the number of them running around with no problem and the rental places here rent more of them than they do skiffs. As dc9loser has said, they're not good for 98% of the conditions, but they're good for 95% and you have to have some sense about you. ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by ggimlick - 2006/08/13 10:34_____________________________________  Ã‚Â I for one am glad he is making it. The Civilian thing got me a little but what everyone here forgets is passing this off as an ordinary voyage in that type boat could well get someone drowned or shipwrecked. 

No argument from me on this not being an ordinary trip, I wouldn't try it as I don't have the experience for it, but he apparently had significant sailing experience from what I read here before he set out.

  Now a good army officer such as Greg should know squids always rib Marines and vice versa. It has always been that way. That part is all in fun. 

Well I was just a dumb warrant officer, not an RLO, but I take your point. Much of it didn't come across as ribbing nor fun.

  I am sorry about putting all the other on the board but we are not civilians at heart. 

Nor am I and never will be.

  Now lets face it, he is an unusual guy and has put his skills to use. All may not be able to do that. 

True enough, but let's remember he didn't just take off on a whim. If someone were to do that without the skill and care he's taken then they are asking for trouble.
============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/13 10:39_____________________________________Well I made it to Florida. Finally had a good day making 103 miles in the worst sea conditions of the trip.

All I can say is that a catamaran cruiser might look like a typical pontoon house boat but it is not...... 5 to 6 foot seas....no problem. The saint andrews sound was a mess today. 

I'm sitting in the Fernadina Harbor Marina at mm 716. The GPS shows 1112 miles since leaving New Jersey. And I'm butt tired.

I still have a long way to go. I'm leaving it here for a week - picking it up again next Saturday morning.

I'm glad we all served. I have a combat action ribbon and a bronze star with 'V'. And I have extensive time doing coastal sailing. This is the first large boat I've had though. My last was a 26 foot sailboat. So I admit I have a lot to learn about handling a large boat. I've gotten better in the last 1100 miles though.

I do think that I have made some good calls on this trip. I have no damage to the boat or any people and we made good time. kinda wish I had done the trip slower but that was not possible. 

I think this string started out with someone taking a boat out into albemarle sound in the middle of a bad storm scaring himself and then declaring that anyone who left land in less than a dreadnaught was a fool.

I still think I have good boat entirely appropriate for its intended use. I have also learned that the boat performs weatherwise much better than even I thought. Speedwise? It definitely needs more power.

 I also think that the boat was a good boat to do the intercoastal in. You just have to watch the weather and not be stupid. I think that is less of a problem than taking a deep draft weather-boat that you can only use during high tides on the ICW.

PS - I did do the dismal swamp route. I followed the bonnie blue tour boat through the route. We got to Elizabeth City a bit late. I got in a bad docking situation and we moved on. I think that is the night I eventually turned back in the albemarle sound before crossing at 4 AM.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/08/13 10:52_____________________________________Tim call Danny Gilstrap and you will save a bundle. his number is 770-745-4140 email is dnjboatt@dnjboattransport.com  I think he can help you. DC9closer, did you know SGTMAJOR Tom Schlechty? He retired in 1994. Also SGTMAJOR Roy Hinds he was and airwing marine. I am glad you are doing well with the boat, i would not have thought it would do as well as it has. Could be the Captain is helping it along. Anyway good luck.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by The Judge - 2006/08/13 23:47_____________________________________To ggimlick and dc9loser:
First let me say that no-one ever wished ill upon this voyage. We only preached caution. Remember that on this forum we never have any idea of the experience level of most of those who pose questions. I remember one question from a gentleman who was thinking about crossing back and forth to Hawaii in a houseboat and wanted to know which one would be most suitable. Therefore when we respond we must generally do so assuming the safest posture for all concerned. I myself often take chances that I should not in a boat but I cannot in good conscience suggest that others do it. Ancient sailors crossed oceans on little more than glorified rafts like the Kon Tiki and I sometimes wish I had been with them but the average guy in his first boat of any size should not go off into uncertain water or weather with his bride onboard. Obviously dc9loser is not the average boater but we did not know he was born with a horseshoe for a teething ring and a four leaf clover for a pacifier. Good job so far. Keep a weather eye.    ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2006/08/14 00:08_____________________________________Dan
What was the "pucker factor" in the rollers?   OLD HOUSEBOATER38943.3834722222============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/14 01:34_____________________________________Pucker factor? Um... my pucker meter was pegged in the red zone! LOLActually - I almost turned back as I approached the sound. I scanned the sound with my binos and the sound was boiling with white caps. But the direction of the swells was with our direction of travel. It has been my experience that the boat rides nice with the waves. The wind was weak. So mostly because of Git-it-to-Florida-itis we agreed to give a look.The boat rode it well I must admit, the stuff was more than we bargained for but it is a great boat. It took it all in stride. A little hard to steer at times was about it.Most of my concern was from the terror stories on this website. In reality it probably helped my trip that Pirate and OHB said I was being foolish. Made me a bit more careful.I have say one thing one more time: my Catamaran cruiser is not a typical pontoon houseboat. The manufacturer claims that it is a catamaran and not a pontoon boat. Yeah so much advertising drivel....  actually it is true. Look at those fibreglass hulls. They are deep and have lots of reserve buoyancy. The bridgedeck clearance ain't bad either.There were some pontoon houseboats in the marina in Beaufort. Absolutely not the same boat. Round pontoons strapped to a pontoon deck with a trailer strapped down on top. If ya all think that is what this boat is you are over estimating my foolishness.Before I bought this boat I even went to the factory and saw how they were made and talked with owner and chief designer.The boat has an integrated structure and deep hulls built to take 3 foot chop at least.I swear you don't even feel one foot chop. Two foot you can barely feel it. It has to be more than two feet before your pucker meter moves off the zero marker.Anyway I'm beginning to sound like a factory commercial so I will stop.When I get it home I will avoid anything over two feet and it should be a killer boat. I will post pictures of the interior when I can.dc9loser38943.4710763889============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/14 07:05_____________________________________Photos
 

 

 

 

 

 
Bamboo floors, green bamboo wainscotting, green paint, bamboo pattern valances, king-size bed, nice furniture, convection microwave, 27 inch flat panel HDTV in bedroom.
It all looks good at first glance. Unfortunately the workmanship from Sea Village Marina was pathetic. I bought beautiful materials which were installed by hacks. It seems sturdy anyway, I will see I guess.
I also put a jackplate on the outboard and I have a 75 pound thrust wireless remote control trolling motor for use as a bow thruster.dc9loser38943.6734143519============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by tim20 - 2006/08/14 07:58_____________________________________Well it looks nice from the pictures and I doubt most people would ever notice the finer details.
I can certainly understand people being hesitant to tell people they will be ok because unfortunatley boating doesn't require anything more than money. No license, no course, no sense. If we look on the bright side it is one of the last places where the government still allows natural selection to run its course.
Let me tell you a little story about a case I was on.  We were on Shemya Alaska AFB one night back in the late 90's, mid June/July, just as they were shutting the place down. Shemya is one of the last big islands before you leave the US. Attu is right near it. This place might as well be at the end of the universe.
There was a group of National Geographic people on the island doing a dig at the next island over. About 10 minutes by skiff at 20 mph. At that time of year it gets dark around 11 to midnight.  
On the way in our C-130 took a bird into # 3 prop and we didn't have any de-icing on it. No big deal except for summer out there where the high is in the 40's.
We got word that these guys were in trouble. They had been running back and forth all day in a skiff with a motor that was constantly coughing. Supposedly it finally died.
The instrument approach into Shemya had been de-commsioned that day and if we left there was no guarantee that they would be able to get it back up and and re-aligned for us.  The fog was so bad you could not see more than 100 feet.
Being the good Coasties we decided to take the chance. We were below our takeoff minimums, but decided their lives were more important.
Now this is the classic part: Once we took off we kept hearing someone going by the call sign "Bozo" talking to Shemya. At first we thought it was a boat trying to help, but they really sounded clueless. At one point I even said (inside the airplane), "Who the f#$k is Bozo and tell them to shut up". 
Figured out who Bozo is yet?  Yep the idiots in the skiff.
We were finally able to talk reason with them and got the point across toput out some metal so we could see them on Radar.  This skiff was a plastic inflatable and the radar signature was horrible. Once they got some metal out on display we were able to pick them up and then vector a fisishing vessel into pick them up. The weather was so bad that the fishing vessel was absolutely right on top of them before they saw them.
The Air Force was able to get the instrument approach back up and we were able to get back into Shemya, saving us trying to cross through icing layers enroute to Anchorage AK, almost 1000 miles away.
When we arrived back at Shemya the Colonel of the base opened the bar to us which had been shut down for several hours. 
Now here is the absolute insult: The next day we met the people and told them they were very lucky. Their reply, " It wasn't that big of a deal". Had we not found them that night, they were drifting into the open Bearing Sea and most likely would have been found dead, weeks later on the coast of Russia.
That night we stepped between natural selection and saved them.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Tucker Traveler - 2006/08/19 00:24_____________________________________
< =>


DC9loser,
Where are you?  We are on the St. John's River, just hanging out after our adventure in our Tucker houseboat on the ICW from Paris Landing TN to Annapolis and back to Florida. If you are doing the St. John's we'd love to meet up with you.
 
 
 ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/19 01:35_____________________________________We passed the SAINT johns this AM.

I'm down around mm 765. Steaming south at a whopping 7.8 mph.

Thanks for the offer.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/19 21:36_____________________________________Made 115 miles yesterday even though we didn't start till almost 8.

Sarted early today - made about 30 miles so far.

Lots of Dolphins, some manatees, Ospreys catching breakfast......I like North Carolina but Florida is still the best.

No drama - compared to facing the albemarle sound it's ilk up NORTH this is like  a vacation/reward.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by SeagoingDude - 2006/08/20 22:23_____________________________________Hello, I'm new to houseboating, having just purchased a 1966 Seagoing.  I will be cruising on the Intercoastal mostly in the central part of the state.  I'm certain that I have A LOT to learn about cruising as well as maintaining and renovating the vessel.  I want to get started with some interior improvemets.  THe basic structure and layout is great.  What I want to do is put in some type of wood floor (deck?), redo walls (right now they are 70's style wallpaper).  Also the stove and refrigerator could use painting.  I would like to restore a more original/nautical interior, if possible.  The systems all work (right now), but I'm sure there will be plenty of needed improvements ahead.  Any suggestions wouild be appreciated.  ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/21 09:02_____________________________________Another break in the trip.

Me and the wife flew into Jacksonville and went to pick up the boat in Fernadina Beach on Friday.

We left Fernadina Harbor Marina at Mile Marker 716 Saturday morning and arrived in Fort Pierce at Mile Marker 968 this morning around 9:30 AM.

So we covered 252 miles in a bit over 2 days. 

Nothing greater than two foot of chop in Florida so far. The trail is well marked and maintained. Pretty easy and frankly kinda wimpy compared to up North. Little drama and very relaxing.

There seems to be more fish and whatnot in Florida. Lots of big Tarpon sightings. Dolphins used to get us excited and now they are about so much that they elict a yawn. Heck - last night they were a nuisance: we had the generator off and a herd of them were hunting around the boat most of the night... splashing and blowing their blowholes. I walked out to see what the commotion was and I had two of them stick their heads up and smile at me and then go back to making a bunch of noise.

Manatees seem pretty plentiful. probably seen about two dozen in the last two days.  

The water is getting clearer. Can't wait to get to the west coast where white sand beaches and clear water are everywhere. I have six days off at the end of the month to do about 4 days of traveling. I'm gonna try to do it in 3 days.

Next leg is the Okechobee canal - should be interesting and chocked full of Gators.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by SeagoingDude - 2006/08/21 21:39_____________________________________I've done the trip a couple of times from St. Lucie through the canal to Lake Okechobee and then on to the West coast.  It was a great adventure.  If the weather is bad, the lake can be very rough as was one of our trips.  At that time we were traveling in a 28' power boat and we had to take the rim route instead of heading straight across the lake.  Even then the trip was very "bumpy" and we were very happy to get to the marina.  However, I don't think we were in any kind of danger.  Since I'm new to piloting a houseboat, I don't know how that same senario would have gone.  The West coast of Florida is very beautiful and the whole trip was very memorable.  Let me know what you think about the locks you will go through getting to the West side.  After Seattle locks, this was a total new experience.
I notice you mention Bellevue, Washington.  Have you boated in Puget Sound and north into Canada?   I spent 15 years living and boating the waters of Puget Sound, American San Juans, Canadian San Juans, Gulf Islands and up to Campbell River. If you've done any boating there you've undoubtely run into some BIG water, BIG waves, BIG currents, and BIG tidal changes.  Lots of beautiful scenery and so much fun.  I'm still learning about the differences in Florida boating.  
As I mentioned, my friend and I just purchased our "new baby", a 1966, 38' Seagoing houseboat.  We will be moving it from Titusville to a marina in Merritt Island.  This will be a new experience for both of us.  I studying the charts for the Banana River and wonder if we will end up needing a push off a sandbar? Anyway, I'm sure it will be fun.SeagoingDude38951.2800578704============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/22 00:52_____________________________________My wife's work HQ is in Belvue - I have never boated out there yet. I understand that they run Catamaran Cruisers out in Puget Sound.

Anyway I was looking at some charts for Okeechobee - even the rim route is exposed to a North wind for the first 10 miles or so - is that right?

Also - once you get through the lock - is there a protected place you could sit at to wait for a weather window or are you committed into the weather?

I plan to do the rim route unless it is closed.

Any more info would be appreciated.

PS - I live on the water NW of Tampa and plan to stick the boat on the backyard dock.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Dave - 2006/08/22 04:07_____________________________________Don't go through the lock until you have your weather window (usually in the morning). Watch the weather, shoot across and you'll be fine. Once you're across there's a pretty decent little marina called Roland Martin. You can also continue to Moorehaven and stay at the city dock. 
Get ready for a long dull ride through a big ditch. You might want to check to be sure all the locks are open. Earlier this summer the Franklin and Ortona locks were closed.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/22 20:35_____________________________________I've been checking on old Lake Okeechobee. It is the third largest freshwater lake in terms of surface area in the US. Of course that is discounting lakes that border on Canada. Anyway it is big. It is shallow. And it can get rough. Hmmmm.
I checked with the Army Corps of Engineers:
1. All the locks are open.
2. The rim route, also known as route 2, is closed. It has been closed since Hurricaine Wilma. They are working on it but don't know when it will reopen.
3. The weather for Saturday and Sunday:
SATURDAY SOUTH WINDS AROUND 5 KNOTS. LAKE WATERS SMOOTH. NUMEROUS SHOWERS AND THUNDERSTORMS THROUGH THE DAY. SATURDAY NIGHT EAST WINDS AROUND 5 KNOTS. LAKE WATERS SMOOTH. NUMEROUS SHOWERS AND THUNDERSTORMS IN THE EVENING. SUNDAY EAST WINDS AROUND 10 KNOTS. LAKE WATERS A LIGHT CHOP. SCATTERED SHOWERS AND THUNDERSTORMS THROUGH THE DAY.
I won't get to the lake until Saturday afternoon at the earliest if I leave in the AM. 
Yesterday the forecast was 10 to 15 knots of wind out of the SouthEast on Saturday and a moderate chop. This morning the forecast has changed radically for the better. This leads me to the conclusion that it could change back. I really want to cross with a smooth forecast.
I might have to either somehow get off work and leave Friday or leave the Marina at say 2 AM and try to make the lake as early Saturday as possible.
I have a question for anyone who knows: I hear forecasts using the term "light chop", and "moderate chop". Just what the heck is the definition of these terms?
I've been in big rollers and pretty bad chop on this trip but frankly this lake concerns me. A couple of years ago I drove around this lake. I stopped at a Marina on the SouthEast side. Well actually it was what was left of the Marina. Apparently one of the Hurricaines had passed far away but had whipped up the lake. This place was a wreak. The docks pulverized and the breakwater heavily damaged.
In 1928 a hurricaine hit the lake. The winds caused a Storm Surge that overflowed the then 6 foot high levee and killed 2,500 plus people. In fact that was and remains the second worst hurricaine in terms of loss of life in US History (after the 1901 Hurricaine that killed 5,000 in Galviston TX). It such a nasty piece of water that the entire lake has been surrounded by a 20 foot high levee by the Corps of Engineers to keep it from killing people on land.
Well, I'm not facing hurricaines... but I have some concerns with a big nasty shallow chunk of water. If anyone has crossed Okeechobee when the wind was up... how bad is it? How big does the chop get in say 15 knots of wind? Any stories would be appreciated.
Also if anyone knows the definitions of light or moderate chop please inform me.
Thanks.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/08/22 20:48_____________________________________Light chop is 2 to 3 fters, worse than rollers. That is what we get up here. The chop not the rollers. Good luck============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/22 22:36_____________________________________Pirate: where did ya find that definition?
We have specific definitions for light and moderate chop for rating turbulence in the air - but I can't find any resource that defines chop on the water.
If 2 to 3 foot of chop is light, what is moderate? 6 foot?
Note: I actually found the definition of wave height - it is the height from trough to crest of the biggest one third of the waves. But they do note that if you have wave heights rated at say 3 foot, that still means that one of every 100 waves will be 4 foot, and that one of every 1000 waves will be five foot.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by tim20 - 2006/08/23 05:17_____________________________________There is a marine weather forecaster handbook somewhere on the NOAA site. It is their bible for publishing marine forecast.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/08/23 08:07_____________________________________It is always 2 to 3 ft on light chop forcast, moderate is 3 to 5 and heavy is 5 plus.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/26 21:29_____________________________________We'll - I'm past the second largest fresh water lake in the USA. Lake Okeechobee was mostly glassy when I crossed.

I got off  work in Atlanta at 2:30 after a 9 hour work day. The I caught a flight down to Tampa and met up with my Father inlaw. We got a rental car and drove over to Harbortown Marina in Fort Pierce (MM 965). I got the boat ready and the rental car turned in - and most importantly restocked our beer and ice. I was in bed around 1 AM.

I left the dock in Fort Pierce at 4 in the morning on Saturday after getting about 3 hours sleep.

We steamed about 20 miles before the Sun came up. I was in a hurry to get to the lake before the weather changed. Perdiction was the lake was gonna be smooth but that numerous Thunderstorms were going to pop up in the afternoon. I had to get to the lake before the storms popped up.

We had to transit 23 miles of ICW, then 40 miles of the Okeechobee waterway to get to the lake. We also had to go through 2 locks and refuel at a marina if possible.

We crossed the locks and refueled at the indiantown Marina 29 miles into the waterway.

What a beautiful day - blue skies and no bugs whatsoever.

We got to the lake after locking with several boats. They were all faster and drove off leaving us to cross at a whopping 8.7 mph.

It was a smooth crossing with no problems. Our less than 2 foot draft saved us from problems as the channel leading off the lake was narrow and I drifted off and hit 3 foot shoals a few times.

One thing I have to say is that the route was somewhat desolate. No Gators? no manatees  or dolphins. And even very few birds? ~nd no bugs???? Are they spraying so much that all the wildlife is dead?

Now we are on the West side steaming toward Fort Myers. On this side the waterway is teeming with fish, birds, and gators. Only a few bugs... almost none.

In fact we saw the biggest wild gator I've ever seen. Must have been????? lots of feet long and fat. I have heard that gators in the glades run small but this one was not even close to being small.

We are gonna try to make home by Monday night as Hurricaine Ernesto is going to break into the Gulf on Tuesday.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Dave - 2006/08/26 22:05_____________________________________Why try to beat the hurricane? Might be better off where you are now.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/26 22:58_____________________________________naw - probably be another one in a week or so. Got to get this boat home. We plan to head out into the Gulf about a 1/4 mile and ride straight up the coast - that way we will have easier time traveling at night.

Weather says winds out of the East. So the Gulf should be OK - if not we will duck back into the West Coast ICW.

Today is Beautful - just past the last lock where got dropped 8 feet along with a Manatee.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/27 10:08_____________________________________I'm on the hook off the East side of Cayo Costa. That is one island north of Captiva Island.

I think I have around 130 miles left to go.

Beautiful night with Thunderstorms on the horizon down around Fort Myers where we were earlier today.

Nice to be near home. It really hit me when I set the anchor and I could see bottom in 5 feet of water. The West Coast of Florida rocks. The best place in the USA.

Looking forward to steaming up the coast.

Darn Tropical Storm heading on our heels. I think I will get home about the time it hits the Gulf. Hopefully it won't follow me all the way home.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/27 20:58_____________________________________Well - trip over for a bit.

Got going around 6 AM for the final full day to get home after 1564 miles. The motor overheated due to seaweed injestion.

When I checked the motor hydraulic fluid was leaking like a seive from the steering. No steering - can't make much headway.

Old Sea Village was supposed to fix the steering as a condition of the sale. The seller even held back money to pay for it. Then on top of that they did an improper install on the jackplate which causes stress on the steering. Luckily it happened in calm weather with cellphone service.

TowBOAT US has us under tow and we are proceeding North to Venice Florida at 6.2 MPH - I'm thinking this is a great way to save gas.

So far I love these TowBoat US guys. They are Towing me way North to get safer from the approaching hurricaine, they have arranged for a mechanic and for a safe Marina. You have to be nuts to operate without this insurance.

Anyway - with this under tow leg we will be passed ever bad piece of water on the ICW except the short jog across the mouth of Tampa Bay.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by The Judge - 2006/08/28 04:44_____________________________________Wow, this now must hold the all time record for being the longest thread ever on this website. Who would have thought I would have started all this. I give full credit to dc9loser for being a good sport and an intrepid mariner. We need more people to share their adventures with us as many of us are traveling mostly by blogs like this with the price of real fuel so high. Just imagine the adventures he had on this trip that will provide years of dockside stories. And here he was running from a tropical storm(potential hurricane) in a pontoon/catamaran type houseboat with an outboard that only made 8 mph out in the real ocean and the engine goes south and the steering too. See how much trouble you can get into all of a sudden? And if a sudden storm had kicked up 6 foot seas it could be another story altogether. That is why none of us would encourage you to do this in the first place but we all applaud your determination. Glad Sea Tow was there. We saw a lot of them on the Carolina Coast. Hope you have many more adventures with your boat in it's new home.   ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2006/08/28 06:40_____________________________________So - how many miles, how many hours, how much fuel, etc etc etc.
Are you ready to do it again?============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Dave - 2006/08/28 07:18_____________________________________Glad Sea Tow was there. We saw a lot of them on the Carolina Coast.  
I believe he used Boat US--either Cape Coral or Reliable--both of which are great outfits. Hate to give Sea Tow credit if it wasn't them, down here they're considered Pirates (the bad kind).============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/28 11:33_____________________________________it was reliable BoatUS.

I got my boat fixed am sitting on the North side of Tampa Bay at anchor.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/29 06:46_____________________________________Mission Complete. Left Atlantic City on 1 August around 3:30 PM and arrived at Port Richey, Florida at 2:24 PM on 29 August.
Of course there are about 8 days off to go to work a couple of days lost in transportation to and from the boat and a couple of days resting in Marinas. I really have no idea at this time how many days I was actually moving.
I covered a bit over 1700 miles though.
Would I do it again? Yes. But I'd definitely put aside more time to enjoy it more. I was in a rush the whole time and there were so many places I wish I had a chance to take a day or two and explore. 
How much gas did I use? Again, no idea. My father in law paid for some, my wife some, and I some. I figure based on my typical gas mileage when I did measure it I probably used around 900 gallons? That would be around $3400. Then there are the oil services on the motor and generator I did in Jacksonville. The two times I had the steering worked on. And lots of Marinas and gear purchased. Probably around $6,000.00 altogether??
If I had have shipped it I would have paid $4,000.00 for shipping and then probably $1,500.00 to have the flybridge and railings reattached after shipping. And I never would have made sure things were working before I left Sea Village Marina....they probably would have sent it down with all sorts of problems.
So the money difference in my opinion is not much if anything.
Now my time and trouble? It was a pain but so is every adventure. 
The boat proved worthy of the task and I think it will be a killer boat in the local area in spite of doubts of many on this website and people I know too.
It is good to be home in local waters. After seeing 1700 miles of coastal  America I have to say this area is pretty awesome. It is nice to see the bottom in 8 feet of water. It is nice to see the white sandy beaches. 
I had something a little weird happen near home. I was cruising past Anclote Key (where I plan to use this boat mostly) and me and my father in law witnessed an 8 foot long Marlin Jump completely out of the water and spin in the air 3 times in a row. He was a real monster. This happened in 7 feet of water out on the flats. I always thought Marlin were deep water fish. Anyone ever hear of Marlin cruising the flats?
I really like my boat and have to say that it was pretty appropriate to the task. The low draft and pretty fast hull speed worked well along the route. The big windows made the trip enjoyable. 
The downsides were that I was always a bit worried about hitting some bad sea conditions that exceeded it's design limitations. I had to turn around once, and one more time I should have waited but I pushed out into the weather and probably should not have even though it worked out.dc9loser38958.667650463============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/08/29 06:58_____________________________________
Good way to make time and take a nap at the same time.
 
 ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2006/08/29 10:32_____________________________________Happy to see your home. Myself and a few other people enjoyed following your adventure. Still my opinion, favors more of a boat though.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Amelia - 2006/08/29 10:37_____________________________________Thank you very much for a wonderful story. Great job! I'm glad the trip was safely completed, that you didn't let the naysayers get you down, and especially, that you shared the adventure with us.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/08/29 11:36_____________________________________We the doomsayers are all happy you made it. I am glad the weather liked you. It never likes me. I hope you enjoy your boat and do not have problems as we thought. Good luck.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by ggimlick - 2006/08/29 19:59_____________________________________Your trip has increased my resolve to get a houseboat. It's been a very informative and fun thread to follow. I've dragged RV's all over this country and we hope houseboating will be our next "adventure" although I don't know if we'll ever do a trip quite like yours :-)

Glad to hear the tow folks got you taken care of so quickly and you got home before the tropical mess comes up thru.

We went to look at a couple of small houseboats, but weren't happy with some of the conditions of things and much of what we knew to look for came from reading this forum.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by SeaGal - 2006/08/29 20:52_____________________________________I also enjoyed your informative and entertaining descriptions about your trip.  I'm "in the same boat" with ggimlick having traveled around the country in an RV for seven years. Have seen some of the most beautiful country including the lakes (via land view) where houseboating is so popular.  I think the new adventure of houseboating in Florida will be another great way to enjoy the outdoors, nature, and traveling by water.  Meanwhile, my boyfriend and I will be taking on the task of "remodeling" our little jewel--a 38' Seagoing Marine houseboatp--steel trawler hull included.  Any sage wisdom to share out there.  Be nice now boys, I'm just a girl asking for positive input on how to do thing correctly.  Thanks, SeaGal============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by keysbum - 2006/09/06 01:24_____________________________________.AWSOME JOB.DO YOUR HANDS HURT FROM ALL OF THAT DRIVING? THE FIRST THING I WOULD HAVE DONE WHEN I HIT MY HOME PORT <AFTER DOCKING> ...============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by qetoo - 2006/09/06 01:46_____________________________________Congratulations on a really interesting cruise.
Many thanks for the narative.
 qetoo38993.3825925926============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by hcarlip - 2006/09/18 09:17_____________________________________In March of this year I made it 1800 miles on a 43 ft Nautaline.  I experienced it as the "best of times and the worst of times".  The Tennessee River to Tom Bigbee, Mobile Bay, Gulf coast to Ft. Myers, the ditch to Ocachobee, through to Atlantic up to Beaufort SC.
The worst of days was almost going to the bottom twice due to unfortunate shifts in the waves. Had two dogs aboard, when we got things in hand and pumps running we found the second dog below fast asleep on a mattress floating in 3 ft of water.  Went aground 3 times once from stupidity twice from bad timing.  Hit an island in dense fog, almost went over a dam and got real lost(on a river???).
I would like to say my boat is in great condition, it is not.  I will be extending my epic journey soon up to the East shore of the Chesapeake.  What is wrong with this man?
The best of times were memorable. It was cold in March and are hoping for warmer days.  
Worst of times fall into lessons learned: 

 -    Move when the weather is good.  
 -    Don't if you can not see 10 ahead.  
 -    Turn back when the weather goes south, taking waves astern, not abeam and not straight on.
The next 600 miles are a concern, but I am not going to avoid danger by not moving.  Ok, this may be my last message.  I really enjoyed to information in the Loop message.
Harry============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/09/19 11:46_____________________________________If you are in Beaufort the bad places are mostly ahead. But since you are patient and are only going when things are nice you don't have much to dread. Good luck. 
My boat was in as good condition when I finished as when I left. One breakdown, yeah, but it was fixed fast.
The boat

 
Nice day on the intercoastal
============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Amelia - 2006/09/19 23:34_____________________________________Harry, I hope you'll post again, and often, with good tales to tell. Your good advice echoes that we learned in our USPS basic boating safety course, except that they recommended taking oncoming waves at a 45-degree angle.  The more I see of other people's boats and experiences, the bigger fan I am of good electronics. Certainly it'd be major-pucker-making to try to navigate any good-sized boat in dense fog without radar, depth sounder, and chart plotter. The theory of knowing what to do with paper charts, a wet compass, dead reckoning, and the like, is one thing- at the brightly-lit kitchen table at home, with all the time and space in the world. I suspect it's quite another in a narrow, shallow, poorly-maintained, shifting channel, rough water, floating and submerged hazards, tidal or current problems, and poor viz, especially if the boat's steering's squirrelly and the power's inadequate. Add tow barges to the mix, and I'm outta there. That's why they invented anchors and docks.
But with some nice weather on the horizon,  I hope you'll have a wonderful trip through coastal Carolina's beautiful scenery.
 
 ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/09/20 07:49_____________________________________Harry is the gentleman who wrote me. I got him to come to the board. Anyone who wishs to question him about islands in fog running aground etc, have at it.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Amelia - 2006/09/20 21:33_____________________________________There's an old adage that goes something like 'Where does good judgment come from? Experience! Where does 'experience' come from? Bad judgment.'
I suspect Harry learned a few things about boating the hard way. I, too, expect to learn some things the hard way, but by taking safe boating and navigation courses, by participating in this forum and others, and by talking to and sailing with those who have logged lots of 'experience' I hope to at least cut down on the hard-way lessons.
Unfortunately, when I read of experiences like some of those cited as cautionary tales, I tend to have the opposite reaction from that intended: I wouldn't dream of taking any boat, no matter how well-equipped, out in those conditions, I say to myself, which might tend to give me a false sense of security-- if people can survive appallingly poor seamanship and truly bad judgment, why, this boating thing must be duck soup for those of us with a modicum of common sense and a wee teeny bit of nautical education... (right! and it's a good thing I can swim.)
 
 ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by snookwheel - 2006/10/02 08:18_____________________________________
Mission Complete. Left Atlantic City on 1 August around 3:30 PM and arrived at Port Richey, Florida at 2:24 PM on 29 August.


 
What a great read! Wecome to the neighborhood. That is a trip I would love to make. We have a 37' Gibson and are just South of you in Crystal Beach (4 mi. S. of Tarpon Springs) Many weekends spent out at Three Rooker, Caladesi Island and Clearwater docks. PM me if you would like to meet up with me and my wife on the water some time. Lots of good times and boating friends around here. Again, Congrats. on the trip!  Scott
 ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/10/10 04:29_____________________________________Hey, can't miss my boat when I'm out at Anclote. It is the only trailer on floats in the area.
If ya see me come on by I'll give ya a free beer.
Below the boat (no name yet - any suggestions??) at Anclote Key:
dc9loser39000.618287037============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/10/10 05:46_____________________________________Here is the right picture - sorry:
 
============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by hcarlip - 2006/10/10 06:27_____________________________________ 
Luck favors the prepared and then "Murphy" intervenes with a squal or idiot with a big boat flying right next to you throwing everything into disarray inside.
We have made it half way to our destination Crisfield MD.  Bad weather has interferred with and we have to wait for a high front to make it safe to go the last treacherous 300 miles.
Will continue when  safe.
Harry============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by snookwheel - 2006/10/10 08:31_____________________________________

We will keep an eye out for you. We were on the inside North end of Three Rooker overnight Saturday. We are probably heading to the Clearwater public docks next weekend. If we see you, we'll take you up on that beer and work on a name. Here's a pic of the"Wheelhouse" at Clearwater docks. And another of one of Mr. Greysuit we spotted swimming in the shallows off Three Rooker a little while ago. For reference, the red boat is 24ft. long. Scott

============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2006/10/10 09:44_____________________________________Dan,
Pretty water! Boat looks great.
 ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/10/11 09:35_____________________________________Thanks OHB!
That is definitely a big boy there, was it a hammerhead?
Yeah, don't know if you remember the summer of 2001... ie the "Summer of the Shark". Just prior to 911 it was a slow news season and the media made up a fake Shark Crisis.
A kid got eaten up in Pensacola and some retired guy got killed down in St Pete swiming in the canal behind his house. Both by Bullsharks. Then it was a media circus complete with so called experts blaming shark excursion boats for the attacks.
Anyway ... maybe you remember the clip shown over and over again on CNN of a guy driving a waverunner across hundreds of schooling sharks. The byline was something about the hundreds of sharks schooling around - Anclote Key.
I guess they are still out there.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Amelia - 2006/10/11 10:19_____________________________________ 
Really nice looking. Now that you've spent some quality time with her, I would love to hear what you'd do differently as to layout if you had a blank slate and a winning lottery ticket.
What's the clear canopy-like thing, looks like covering a pwc, maybe? It's not a boat, is it? What a very cool thing it would be to have a lexan or other clear plastic dink- lightweight, and what a view-- at least in your part of the world.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/10/11 21:16_____________________________________dc9loser I have a real great circle boat you may have and interest in. He spent over a $100,000 on it. Has an out of water rigid survey. Has twin Diesels of German manufacture. Is a beautiful boat. I did not have two I would buy it. He has severe health problems and his boating days are over. Surveys well over $200,000 Woodwork is fantastic. 49ft Grand-banks Alaskan trawler 4 mph. cruise at 10 knots. Go where you want. I can get it for $145,000. See it at http://www.thepiratesplace.com/jboylangrandbanks1.htm  Specs are listed. The boat is loaded and ready to go. This is the buy of a lifetime. Check it out and a cruising you will go at less cost for fuel than your current boat. From Piper Cub to 727 ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by snookwheel - 2006/10/12 08:14_____________________________________

Yes it's a Hammerhead. I remember the "Summer of the Sharks." It was a slow news year I guess. There are always a ton of 'em out there. Good stuff for the papers to sensationalize. If sharks really wanted to eat people, they would be gulping them 'em down like popcorn. Of course... even with all that bravado, I carry a bang stick when spearfishing. Hope we run into you out there.  Scott============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/10/12 10:41_____________________________________Yeah, the clear lexan thing is a Kayak.
A company called Clear Blue Hawaii makes them. I bought it on Ebay new.
Nice boat Pirate... what is the draft???============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/10/12 20:56_____________________________________Boat does not rock and roll like most, 5 ft draft. That is why you have a dink.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Captain dick - 2006/10/14 09:14_____________________________________Can a regular pontoon 22' cruise on the intercoastal from Daytona to Miami?
============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/10/14 10:28_____________________________________Hey I found this about the sharks off Anclote back in 2001 :
http://archives.cnn.com/2001/US/08/14/schools.of.sharks/inde x.html
I think a 22 foot pontoon boat would be able to do the intercoastal from Daytona to Miami - weather dependent. I read an article about the owner of a large pontoon boat company taking his across Lake Michegan. It was a brand new heavy duty version with a single 300 hp outboard. He went thru up to 4 foot of chop and got real wet but made it.
The area around the Kennedy Space Center has some huge areas of open water subject to good chop. 
My opinion would be not to try it unless you had lots of time and money to wait until the weather was perfect for much of the trip. 
Most pontoon boats have pretty small wimpy pontoons and will be flooded in a couple of feet of chop. They are also subject to being twisted apart by waves. I know a guy who used to rent them around here. They eventually were all damaged by twisting and became junk.dc9loser39004.8123958333============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Captain dick - 2006/10/14 11:19_____________________________________I just hauled my 22' pontoon down to NC from NY so that in the middle
of Feb. I could finish trailering it to Daytona and then run the ICW as
far as I can in 10 days -for a vacation-(instead of our yearly vacation
to Montego Bay!)
 I want to check out the marinas and the attractions- I have 9
days to spend on the water and I don't have to be at any destination at
any certain time.  I'm taking my wife on this small adventure
because I want to buy a houseboat and travel the ICW when I retire in a
few years. I need to convince her because this is what I want to do. 
 I'm looking at a deep hull Monticello as eventually I want to run
it back and forth from Florida to the Saint Lawrwnce.  
Should I get a GPS for this short trip in Feb? I'm purchasing the
navigational maps and have been reading/studying the ICW
guidebooks.  
Any suggestions or places from Daytona on down that I should look out
for? Thanks - and thanks to dc9loser for his pics and log- I showed it
all to my wife.  

============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Captain dick - 2006/10/14 21:22_____________________________________What are the best navigational maps to buy for the intercoastal from
Daytona to Miami? I have been loooking at map master waterproof
charts? 
============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/10/15 10:21_____________________________________I think you need both a good COLOR GPS and charts. It is about $140.00 for a MAPTECH kit from West Marine for paper charts and then it is around 800 to 900 bucks for a GPS with preloaded charts. 
I tryed to go cheap with charts buying them here and there. Then I bought a cheap black and white GPS for 150 bucks. 
I ended up buying more charts and more chart cartriages.... I ended up for sure spending more and getting less than buying a comprehensive package to begin with. 
You need the GPS to tell where you are and some charts to plan ahead and get a large scale overview of progress. I also suggest buying a good Florida Road Atlas at Walmart. 
But - to be honest the route in Florida is pretty well marked and easy compared to other places. So you might be OK with nothing. 
Me... I'd go with the full package as it will relieve stress and make it a more enjoyable trip - and if you change your mind later you will end up paying retail plus for maps at Marinas.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by smilingjack - 2006/10/16 06:42_____________________________________Here a couple of links that will give you $ 35 GPS for your laptop and free carts
The people on the forums i get it from said it work fine, I have not got mine yet
http://www.freeboatingcharts.com/
 http://www.buygpsnow.com/globalsat-bu-353-water-proof-usb-mo use-gps-receiver-sirf-star-iii-bu353-mac-osx-compatible-waas -enabled-455.html
jack============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by tim20 - 2006/10/20 05:51_____________________________________As far as I am concerned a good GPS, depth finder, paper charts and a good anchor are essential. 
They saved our life the first night out. We were trying to find safe anchorage when a severe thunderstorm came through. I was forced to motor up a river at 2 mph using the GPS with the depth gauge as a cross check for position. Without them I could have easily slammed into a dayboard. It wasn't until midnight that we found a safe area and then did watches all night long.
My other advice is to have a good FM radio with weather channels and get a copy of the CG Inland water way regulations and read them. You will be safer to yourself and others knowing the laws.
A book called Cruising the Intercoastal Waterway is a good. And you can also buy flip charts for the route. The large area charts are about useless. Buy an atlas for the same price.tim2039010.6196759259============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by smilingjack - 2006/10/20 06:56_____________________________________I think you need to buy a marine radio and a laptop for navigation============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by tim20 - 2006/10/20 08:20_____________________________________Marine radios are in the FM freq band, and not all FM marine radios are capable of receiving the NOAA marine radio broadcasts. 
If you want to depend on a laptop for navigation that is your choice. Personally I would stick to instruments intended for navigation and have the laptop as the backup.
Navigation and communication are your primary tools, right along with life jackets and flares. This is not an area to go cheap on.tim2039010.7259490741============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by smilingjack - 2006/10/20 08:51_____________________________________HMMMMMMMMMM
All right, maybe you misunderstood, Marine radios, manning a communicate radio, talk-receive are REQUREID TO HAVE THE NOAA on them, and most of the have the emergency for. On them if someone call with an emergency.
 
The are sailors waters reports, they Olav lap the argued you are in which change with where you are. (No music 
 
Ã¢â‚¬Å“I was forced to motor up a river at 2 mph using the GPS with the depth gauge as a cross check for position.Ã¢â‚¬Â•
 
A laptop white the GPS and a chart system installed would have given to the exact position you were in. (blinking light were you a at)
 
 
In fact that was the cheap solution, you need a radar set to go in bad weathered with the Ã¢â‚¬Å“big ships laneÃ¢â‚¬Â• too. 
 
You are not inviting the ocean, and not a lake.

 ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by tim20 - 2006/10/20 09:12_____________________________________I am not real sure what you are talking about. Half of it doesn't make since.
Maybe I should clarify. Marine radios are VHF (very high frequency) FM (frequency modulation) radios. There are also VHF AM (amplitude modualtion) radios, but those are in the aviation spectrum. Wx channels are not required. DSC is, but that is only on new radios. And even then NO radio is required by law for boats under a certain length.
Channel 16 is the primary hailing and distress freq.
Radar is nice to have and a good tool, but not necessary. If you get in a bad situation and know what you are doing a good GPS, charts and a depth gauge will go a LONG ways. The part of the thunderstorm I was in was 30-40 mph winds on the outskirts. It wasn't raining and the visibility was well over 3-4 miles. It was not a planned event it just happened.
I was not in a channel going up that river and not in limited visibility conditions. Radar was irrelavent. I had fixed land sights for a reference too. 
You are putting words in my mouth and making assumptions about a situation your were not in. I was going slow to keep a floating log or crab pot from turning into a deadly disaster. Not to mention a dayboard, but then GPS kept me away from them. Radar will not show floating trash. I know the capabilities of radar and have a lot of hours on them, but it wasn't going to make this situation much better.tim2039010.7830902778============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Amelia - 2006/10/20 17:25_____________________________________An aside: Smiling Jack, I admit I'm curious: What is your first language? I can usually identify the origin of the non-native speaker/writer by syntax, but this one has me stumped.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by smilingjack - 2006/10/21 01:36_____________________________________I lost that.
Along the my spelling
Alone with my speech.
 
I had a stroke, 
I am still leaning how to speak and write.
No phi cal damager.
If it not forÃ¢â‚¬Â•I-SpellÃ¢â‚¬Â• & M$ office (word) you would not be Abe to read my witting.
 
Yes, I can read, und understand, and my memories arte OK.
I can drive and sail, and do everything else.
 
I must learn how to speck and write all over again.
 
So you must mean word process my written strangely
I spent 30 years in New Jersey, 6 in Florida, 10 in Calf, and the rest in Texas (I am 65)
 
This was written in word
 
Jack
 ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Captain dick - 2006/10/21 03:21_____________________________________thanks for clarifying your situation, Smiling Jack.  Only my wife
could figure your post out because she is a teacher.....Thanks for the
info- We are only going out on the ICW from Jacksonville Florida -south
and planning to spend about 5 days.  Does anyone have any marinas
to suggest for a 22'?  How is the weather the 2nd and 3rd week in
Feb. ? 
I think I will go with the flip charts and the radio plus I have the cell phone.  
Does anyone own a Monticello?  I would like to look at one while I
am in Florida.  I am considering buying one within the next 2
years to cruise the ICW.  
thanks again to everyone for their help.

============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Graybear - 2006/10/21 07:11_____________________________________< => Jack,
 
Thanks for the personal info.  Keep up the good work!
 
PS  Anybody know how I can get rid of the < => that precedes all my posts?
< =>

Graybear39011.6763541667============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Amelia - 2006/10/21 09:13_____________________________________That makes perfect sense, Jack, now that you explain it. You're doing splendidly, especially considering that language acquisition is usually only easy and natural for children.  After that, it's a real struggle for most of us. What was puzzling me was the Smiling Jack reference: You had to be old enough- and American enough- to remember the comic strip.
 
 
 ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by smilingjack - 2006/10/21 09:27_____________________________________I remember it well
what I can not tell, 
Is that i can read, 
But not write the same words.
without a dictionary============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/10/23 02:18_____________________________________Smiling Jack, welcome aboard. You are doing a very good job with your communication. I wish you a speedy recovery.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by smilingjack - 2006/10/23 02:49_____________________________________Thank's pirate
It going slow
it's hell to get old============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/10/23 06:39_____________________________________Smiling Jack, you, I and Old Houseboater are about the same age.  i guess if you read all the Posts you will determine we were around when Columbus sailed. Were you part of the crew? We tell the Mortals that we are mid 60s tho. ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by smilingjack - 2006/10/23 06:50_____________________________________HAHAHAHAHA
Sail with an Italian and a British ship ?
NO way hose, I went with the Viking and I was here when the got here, I told them no to tie up to the Palermoy rock use our dock.
heheheheh============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by Graybear - 2006/10/23 21:47_____________________________________
< =>


I'm in the same age group.  But don't have the houseboat experience as OHB and Pirate.
Did finally get the boat moved to Flaming Gorge and spent 3 days a week on it from mid July until it had to come out of the water last week.
 ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2006/12/03 05:00_____________________________________dc9loser
Don
Did you have insurance coverage for your trip? What company?
OHB============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2006/12/15 04:19_____________________________________I have USAA insurance on the boat. 
It is around $800 a year and covers it where it happens to roam. 
 ============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by ggimlick - 2006/12/15 04:55_____________________________________
I have USAA insurance on the boat. 

I've had USAA for 30 years or so....dating myself back to flight school  Anyway, when I called to get info about insuring a houseboat I was looking at while you were making your junket home they said something about not insuring "yaghts" any more and referred me to Progressive. They still insure my little runabout, but weren't interested in the houseboat. I've had no claims or anything so I'm curious now that I see you have USAA too.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by OLD HOUSEBOATER - 2006/12/15 06:00_____________________________________Guess we don't have any houseboat owners that are insurance agents. Sure would be nice if we did.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by pirate - 2006/12/17 09:48_____________________________________They considered his boat a pontoon boat, not a Houseboat. I still say Allstate has the best rates to 30 years old. State farm is in the ball park as is Nationwide. Farm Bureau is going to start issueing policies before long. May be very competitive.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by ggimlick - 2006/12/17 10:14_____________________________________
They considered his boat a pontoon boat, not a Houseboat. USAA didn't ask me if this was on pontoons or not, it was actually a smaller version of his. They simply went on size alone and put me thru to Progressive who was more than willing to write the policy - as long as I didn't live aboard.We still haven't done anything as far as buying a houseboat, we're still RV'ing regularly, but not full timing. It was a bit discouraging when I shopped for insurance and then started trying to find a marina who would not only take the boat, but possibly allow live aboard.This is a big education for sure. The RV world is much easier or maybe it's that I've been doing that since I was a kid. Still looking and not closing any doors though.============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by rockinreel - 2007/02/28 13:16_____________________________________I got tickled to hear about dc9'ers rough experience in the Sapelo sound during his journey.  I can't count the number of times I've come from offshore fishing and was REAL DANG GLAD to finally duck behind St. Catherine's Island out of that sound.I do think most of the responses to his trip is very discouraging for a soon to be HB owner.  This thread has really confused me about what type of used HB to get to enjoy life in the ICW.  I'd like a Gibson style, but it needs to handle unexpected 4 footers (waves), at least 3 footers.
============================================================================Houseboating &#079;n the IntercoastalPosted by dc9loser - 2007/03/16 06:14_____________________________________To be comfortable I would look for something with very low draft, two motors, and enough freeboard to take some 6 footers.
My boat is awesome at 3 foot or less - it rides like a cadillac. Unfortunately too much stress worrying about it getting worse.... which it invariably will at times.
I plan on buying a more seaworthy boat before I make more trips, not because mine can't do it, but because I really don't want to have to worry so much about the weather and etc. 
Bluewater Yachts, maybe some sort of catamaran trawler, I'm looking and probably will be for the next five years before I settle on something. 
Check this one out, it is diesel solar hybrid that can cruise at 6 knots on sunshine alone. It will cruise at 5 nm/gal at 15 knots when you use the diesel generators to drive its electric motors. No rudders and you drive with a joy stick......neat>
http://dsehybrid.com/dc9loser39157.5951967593============================================================================
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