
Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by BurnsCraft - 2006/02/09 22:15_____________________________________The History of Burns-Craft began in 1968 in Muscle Shoals, Alabama. This beautiful area of North Alabama is composed of the Tennessee Valley through which flows the mighty Tennessee River. There are four cities which comprise the "Quad Cities" or "Muscle Shoals" area. The four cities are Florence, Sheffield, Tuscumbia and Muscle Shoals. The Muscle Shoals area is well know for popular music recording studios and houseboat manufacturing. At one time, Seagoing, Kingscraft, Island Queen, and Burns-Craft were manufactured in this beautiful area, home of TVA, Hellen Keller, W.C. Handy, father of the Blues,T.S. Stribling, 1933 Pulitizer  Prize winning author of "The Store", a beautiful novel of the old South, centered in Florence, Alabama. Just north. in mid-Tennessee, near Nashville, NautiLine, CarlCraft, Gibson, and Harbormaster houseboats were built (Some are still being manufactured). Gallion houseboats were built to the south, in Pell City, Alabama.
In 1968, my brother, Charles, was manufacturing Automotive Automatic Transmission parts in Sheffield, Alabama and operating the fixed based operation and   Piper Aircraft Dealership at the Muscle Shoals Airport. Mr Paul Donaldson and Mr. Jim Beam were manufacturing Seagoing houseboats in Florence, Alabama. Mr Beam would often charter Charles to fly him to appointments and was responsible for getting Charles interested in houseboats. Charles expressed a desire to own a houseboat and Mr Beam suggested he  build his own houseboat!
In early 1969, Charles purchased 35 acres in the Muscle Shoals Industrial Park. which was located next to the airport.  A large building and offices on the property became the home of Burns Manufacturing, Inc. At that time I was in my senior year of college at Abilene Christian University in Abilene, Texas and joined my brother in boat manufacturing on September 1, 1969.
Several emloyes from Seagoing were hired and the first  boat produced was a 31' Burns-Craft Houseboat. The first 31' boat went to Titusvulle, Florida and the second one was shipped on a Burns-Craft tractor-trailer to Hundley Chris-Craft on Lake Dallas, Texas. During the next decade, many lengths of houseboats were manufactured up to and including a steel-hulled 52' houseboat. Many Burns-Craft dealers sold  Burns-Craft houseboats from Pittsburgh to the Delta River country of Northen California.
During these years, Charles server as President of Burns Manufacturing, Inc., and Burns-Craft. I served as  Purchasing Agent, Sales Manager, and eventually became  Co-Owner and Vice-President. During this decade, we purchased the molds and beautiful design of Gallion houseboats of  Pell City, Alabama. The 43' Gallion modified tri-hull design was eventually incorporated into the intire Burns-Craft line. 
NautiLine Houseboats of Tennessee, was eventually  sold and moved to Lexington, Alabama and the molds and designs were purchased by Burns Manufacturing, Inc. and incorported into the Burns- Craft  line. 
In the late seventies and early eighties, Burns Manufacturing, Inc.  made a gradual shift from manufacturing houseboats to cruisers and eventually yachts, the largest being a 48' Aft-Cabin Motor Yacht.
In the early eighties the Burns-Craft houseboat molds and designs were sold to Harbormaster in Tennessee and production at Burns Manufacturing, Inc. then centered on cruisers. Cruiser and yacht production continued until 1986 when continuation became financially unviable. The Burns-Craft cruiser and yacht molds and designs were then sold to SunRunner Yachts, Inc.  of Washington State. Charles Burns continued with SunRunner for a period of time and I moved to Texas and entered the retail Yacht Sales and marina management on Lake Texoma in North Texas. 
Charles, 75, is now in Cardio Vascular Intensive Care in the Huntsville, Alabama, hospital cared for by Dr. Randy Burns, his son. I reside in good health and happiness in Dallas, Texas. If you  pray,  please remember my brother, Charles Burns.
Personally, I am very proud of my heritage. From our father, Charles Clark Burns, a minister, comes a heritage of Ministry, and with my brother a tradition of boat building. My resume is in Ministry and Boat Building and Selling. We had good years and during the almost two decades of Boat Building and Ministry, met boaters such as Eddie Arnold, Hank Williams, Jr. The Oak Ridge Boys, ZZTop, and Mrs, Hubert Humphry, the Vice President's wife, as well as many wonderful people, many of whom still own a Burns-Craft.
Jerry W. BurnsBurnsCraft38762.1116550926============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by shayne - 2006/02/10 22:23_____________________________________Very interesting info Jerry. It makes me want to redouble my efforts to get my old Burns in top shape, learning about the history of the company and all.
 
I have a 1976, 43' Burns-Craft houseboat. It has V drives powered by Mercruiser 233 MIE engines. I noticed when I looked at others that the cuddy seemed more narrow on mine than some. Were some only 12' wide?
 
We were first time houseboat owners when we bought this one and have had a blast. We actually met the Pirate while shopping and he spoke VERY highly of Burns boats (along with OHB and others). Thanks again for the additional history.============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by BurnsCraft - 2006/02/11 02:46_____________________________________Dear Shayne,
Thanks for the post to my history(Brief) of Burns-Craft. Yes there were two models of 43 footers. First, in the seventies we purchased the molds of the Gallion 43 Houseboat, manufactured in Pell City, Alabama. In my opinion. The Gallion 43 was one of the best looking and best built houseboats at the time. We manufactured this 12' wide model for some time. As the years progressed, the trend was to wider cabins and we used the semi-tri hull of the Gallion, widened it and incorporated the semi-tri hull (beautiful and good performance) into our entire line. We then came out with a wide body 43. I believe you have one of the original 12' 43's. A very good design. 
Happy houseboating,
Jerry W. Burns============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by pirate - 2006/02/11 10:29_____________________________________When did you build the wide body. Charles told OHB and I that the molds were sold in 1976 to Clyde head of Harbormaster and he never made a 14 wide 43 just the Nautaline by Nautacraft. I was a dealer for you guys.============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by BurnsCraft - 2006/02/11 19:17_____________________________________Thanks for your question. Prior to the puchase of the 43' houseboat from Nauticraft, Burns build many 43' Houseboats with a 14' beam and the semi-tri hull. I see many of them these days on Lake Texoma, as Loes Highport on  Texoma was one of our largest dealers in those days. Also I see almost daily B-C 43 x 14 houseboats here in Dallas on Lake Lewisville, formally Lake Dallas. The freeboard forward was 51" and the Freeboard Aft was 42" the Walkway Width was 18" and the Draft was 20". I have a brochure that I will be happy to scan and post with your helpful instructions. Please let me know. The brochure pictures were taken in St Petersburgh, Florida and printed there by our dealer who also sold several B-C 43, 14 wide houseboats. Prior to our very bad fire in either 96 or 97 and sell to to Mr. Tom Easter (Mr. Easter was President - Mr. Clyde Head was Sales Manager at that time) the 43 with a 14' beam was one of our main houseboats along with the 32 and 50. After the fire and purchase of Nautiline, we opened the plant in Lexington, Alabama and produced a few 43' Nautiline by Burns-Craft houseboats alone with our 41' Sedan Cruisers. Charles consentrated on the Automatic Transmission Parts business in the facilities at Muscle Shoals and I was in charge of the the boat building at the Lexington plant. Hope this helps.
Sincerely,
Jerry W. BurnsBurnsCraft38760.1975============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by BurnsCraft - 2006/02/13 17:39_____________________________________As an addition to the posting of the brief history of Burns Manufacturing, Inc./Burns-Craft, Inc., following is a complete list of the models of houseboats, cruisers and yachts produced during the two decades of the seventies and eighties.
31 Houseboat w/ shallow vee-hull
32 Houseboat w/ semi tri-hull
35 Houseboat w/ shallow vee-hull, deep keel
43 12' wide Houseboat
43 14' wide Houseboat
43 Nautiline by Burns-Craft Houseboat
44 Houseboat w/shallow vee hull
45 Houseboat w/ semi tri-hull
49 Houseboat w/ shallow vee hull
50 Houseboat w/ semi tri-hull
52 Houseboat w/ steel hull
 
37 Convertible Sedan Cruiser
38 Express Cruiser, (Mid Cabin)
38 Express - Flybridge Sedan Cruiser
40 Aft-Cabin Motor Yacht
41 Convertible Sedan Cruiser
48 Aft-Cabin Motor Yacht
I hope this contributes to the understanding of the history of Burns-Craft.
Jerry W. Burns============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by Boatgal - 2006/02/14 10:28_____________________________________Jerry,
Thanks for the history lesson.  My husband and I are very interested in the history of Burns-Craft and looked at a sedan bridge before we bought our 1976 32 houseboat.  This is our first boat and we are very happy to have it.  Looking forward to finishing our most recent project and enjoying our boat once again!
Carol Thornton (aka Boatgal)============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by joeboat48 - 2006/03/04 20:15_____________________________________ Hi Jerry, I have recently purchased a 48' Burnscraft aft cabin motor yacht. We love the boat, but, as with all old boats, it needs some TLC. I wondered if you may have some original sales brochures and performance information that I could get a copy of ?. I need to install mufflers on the boat as a previous owner removed them. I have 6V-92 Detroit Diesels. Any information you could provide would be appreciated. I live in Fort Myers FL. and will send you some pictures if you are interested. Thank You, Joe  ============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by tommyg - 2006/03/05 06:44_____________________________________ Jerry I met your brother Charles on many boating trips on the
Tennessee River. I was Vice President of Manufacturing for Kings Craft
and we ran into each other more than once. I always liked Charlie he
had a great sense of humor and a true passion for house boats. I trust
at this writing he is doing well? He and his family will be in my
prayers. If you remember, I know Charlie will,the largest boat built in
the Shoals area was a 75 ft boat we made at Kings Craft for the
Cheramie Brothers. It was a two and a half year project and is still
moored at the Golden Meadow,La. marina. 
============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by BurnsCraft - 2006/03/07 05:51_____________________________________To: Joeboat48
Thanks for the post. The Burns-craft 48 aft-cabin Motor Yacht was designed and built near the end of the two decades of Burns-Craft  production. I'm sorry, but I only have one brochure with the 48 pictured. I do not have any other sales, performance, or technical information. They were beautiful. There were only two produced. One was purchased by a Southern businessman, and the other was purchased by the neighbor of a famous person (un-named of course).
To:tommyg
Great to hear from you. Yes I remember Kings Craft and the 75 footer well. I always admired the Kings Craft houseboats. During my years of yacht sales on Lake Texoma I was at times a guest on the Kings Craft houseboat owned and operated by a well known resort there. 
Best wishes to both of you.
Jerry
 ============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by ndneil - 2006/03/07 22:03_____________________________________Mr. Burns, exciting post on the history. I'm just jumping in and purchased a seagoing 40.  I haven't been able to find any information out about this vessel.  Would there be a chance you would know where i might get started?
thanx neil albright
lake metigoshe, NORTH DAKOTA 
============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by BurnsCraft - 2006/03/08 00:56_____________________________________Neil,
Great to hear that you are getting into houseboating. In direct answer to your post, in boating years, the production of Seagoing houseboats was quite a long time ago. There is probably no surviving technical, written information. It might be almost impossible to find such info.
However, as any houseboater will probably tell you, the best bet is to find a good mechanic with boat experience. That is what I would do.
As Old Houseboater told you, Seagoing houseboats were built mainly with steel hulls, and fiberglass hulls only in the late history of the company. They were built in Florence, Alabama. The founder and owner of the comapny was Mr. Paul Donaldson, a good friend and a well know businessman in the Muscle Shoals, Alabama area. I do believe he is probably now deceased. Another man promanant in Seagoing was Mr. Jim Beam, who encouraged my brother, Charles Burns to go into boat building in 1969.
As a note, it was quite remarkable that a relative small, but extremely beautiful and historial area in the Tennessee Valley area of North Alabama, was at one time a center of houseboat and cruiser production. On the north side of the River, in Florence, there was Seagoing, Kings Craft, Nauti Line (Nauti Craft) and Sun Runner. On the south side of the river in Colbert county, Burns-Craft and Island Queen.
Best of luck, Neil, with your houseboat. 
Jerry============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by arejay - 2006/05/23 02:14_____________________________________Hi there!
IÃ¢â‚¬â„¢m not a house boater but I was struck by the historical information you provided about Sun Runner Boats. You see I just recently purchased a 1986 Sun Runner 242 and I really like it but I canÃ¢â‚¬â„¢t find out any information about it anywhere. In fact I didnÃ¢â‚¬â„¢t know that the company went out of business until I bought the boat and started attempting to find out more data about them. 
 
IÃ¢â‚¬â„¢ve been all over the Web but I find are other people trying to do the same thing and once in while I find someone that speaks about Sun runner like they really what they are all about.
Is there anyone or place I can find manuals, parts and general information on the seemly great boats?
Is there a Sun runner userÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s forum or group?
 
Ã¢â‚¬Å“Arejay in CaliforniaÃ¢â‚¬Â•robtjames@earthlink.net============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by woodboat - 2006/07/20 10:19_____________________________________I love reading stuff like this
I have a 1976 50 ft burns. I also have a wife that is a minister and recently purchased a marina.
http://www.meehansmarina.com
One small question to you, Pirate, or anyone that can answer What does a 50 ft burns weigh?============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by pirate - 2006/07/21 11:07_____________________________________Approx 23,500 lbs============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by woodboat - 2006/07/21 20:41_____________________________________Thanks, I have a 15 ton travel lift and I am scared to try and lift a 50 FT boat, especially that heavily built burns.============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by pirate - 2006/07/21 20:52_____________________________________If the lift is in decent shape you should have no trouble. Be sure and get straps under bulkheads. The 15 ton will actually lift 33,000 safely. saftty margin. Also they round the figure off , it is more than likely certified for 31000 to 32,000 LBS============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by woodboat - 2006/07/24 01:14_____________________________________The lift is not rated. I live in Sparrows point MD. We had at one time the largest steel plant in the world http://www.ce.jhu.edu/mdcive/bethlehem.htm
My lift was built in the late fifties early sixtys by the local steel workers with steel from Sparrows point steel. It was originally built to lift 12 tons and upgraded to lift 15 tons. I could start a new thread and take some photos?============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by BurnsOwner - 2006/07/27 02:20_____________________________________I love this post, it has led me to trust my own judgement. The 1971 35' Burns that I just bought  2 weeks ago is the first houseboat that I have owned after 2 cruisers.. Being just 31 years old I have dabbled into many things, Built Street Rods, Custom Motorcycles and do custom paint on the side. I have seen and completed a bunch of fiberglass work on these street rods and know what is crap and what is structurally sound.
When I saw this boat for sale I looked it all over. I did not know anything about BurnsCraft boats. I went so far as to put on my dive gear and go look at the bottom. I opened all the hatches to look at the inside of the hull as best as I could and could tell that this was a VERY WELL built boat. You can actually tell fiberglass that has been hand laid with the air pockets rolled out. It was more than I wanted to spend but my wife, kids and me loved the boat and it was in a slip 4 down from the cruiser that I just sold! Sounds like I have made a good $20,000 investment. 
Thanks for the info happy houseboating
Brad============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by pirate - 2006/07/27 10:31_____________________________________Woodboat,if your lift started out as a 12 ton and was upgraded to a 15 ton it was rated. You should be able to lift the Burns with a lot left. Drain water and try and not have a full load of fuel;.============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by HappyHagar - 2006/10/17 13:02_____________________________________Mr. Burns,
My condolences on the passing of your brother and thank you for the history lesson.
I own (and sometimes operate) a 1983 Burns Craft aft cabin motor yacht. Over the last several years I have seen seven of the 40' motor yachts and two of the 40' convertible on the brokerage market as well as both of the 48' motor yachts. Could you shed some light on how many of the 40' motoryacht and convertibles were built?
Also, I have heard brokers state that the 40 & 48 had some connection to Viking Yacht. Is that correct? If so, could you provide some more information about the Viking connection?
Thanks for your previous post. I hope you will be able to reply.
Joe Plunkett/Happy Hagar
 
 
 
 HappyHagar39007.9196990741============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by BurnsCraft - 2006/10/23 19:02_____________________________________Mr. Plunkett,
Thank you so very much for your post and photo. I love to hear from folks about Burns-Craft. I do not recall the exact number of 40 and 48 Motors Yachts. There were several. As to the relation between Burns-Craft and Viking. There was no relationship, but we did have a good, friendly relationship with Mr. Bill Healey, founder and president of Viking. He was a great boat builder. Once again thanks for the post and photo. I greatly appreciate any Burns-Craft photos to add to my history book of Burns-Craft. 
Jerry Burns /  jerrywburns@comcast.net
 
 ============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by stan berkowitz - 2006/11/19 22:27_____________________________________Mr. Burns - as the proud owner of a '78 37' convertible sedan, which we have owned for about 15 years, we are thrilled to get a peek into the history and family that created this wonderful boat.
It is as much our home as our one on land, and has brought untold hours of pleasure, adventure and satisfaction to our family, now including grandkids.
When I wake up with the sun in my face, shining thru the hatch, I cannot believe the good fortune that allowed me to get this boat.
You folks built a very heavy, high quality boat.
 
Stan B============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by BurnsCraft - 2007/02/08 00:10_____________________________________Thank you so very much for your kind remarks.
Jerry Burns
 ============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by tena - 2007/03/11 06:11_____________________________________

============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by tena - 2007/03/11 06:29_____________________________________Hello Mr. Burns and especially Joe Plunkett - my husband and I own a
40' aft cabin named Tenacious - earlier it had another strange name -
althought not our favorite name we retained it for the time being - we
refer to her affectionately as 'Tena' - we purchased her in Fort
Lauderdale in March 06 - hauled her, painted the bottom, fixed the
'damned' tenderlift as best we could (which again needs tremendous
attention!!!) - she shipped in June from Miami to Malta on a Russian
cargo ship, she arrived July 4th - we spent three weeks in Malta
packing, unpacking and repacking - on July 31 we headed for Siracusa
(we were nuts - travelling these distances in an unfamiliar yacht!!!) -
the travel time from Malta to Siracusa was 10 hours - weather rough,
probably force 4 - we bounced considerably - stayed in Sciliy for two
days then headed across the Straits of Messina and along the boot of
Italy - it took an unbelievable six days to finally get to Brindisi -
rough seas almost every day - we travelled one night and were probably
in force 6-7 winds and following seas (the one night passage we just
were not sure whether we would make - but Tena performed fantastically)
- on the 7th day we crossed the Adriatic - a mother dolphin and baby
greeted and travelled with us for a couple of hours as we crossed what
we imagined was the 'border' between Italy and Croatia - we spent the
next 45 days 'cruising the Adriatic with Tena' - we had a ball and Tena
was wonderful - we hauled her out in Punat (Krk) for the winter - we
were asked about the weight just before haul out, we said 'the 1998
powerboat guide says 16,000 tons - we were 18,500 on the scale...Tena
is waiting for us for summer 2007 - she needs another bottom paint and
we popped a ton of blisters before we left her, so...Tena's captain, Milan and 1st mate, Coni
============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by tena - 2007/03/11 06:35_____________________________________tried to upload an image of Tenacious, but i am getting a server object
error 'asp 0178:80070005 - "addess is denied to this object" sorry guys Tena 1st mate, coni
============================================================================Burns-Craft History by Jerry W. BurnsPosted by BurnsCraft - 2007/03/16 04:37_____________________________________Dear Tena's crew, 
Wow, what an adventure. Thanks so very much for sharing this story. Your Yacht might be the only Burns-Craft to sail these waters. I would to receive any good photos you might have.
Happy boating,
Jerry W. Burns
jerrywburns@tx.rr.com
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